
AAbboouutt  DDEEEETT  
 
DEET (N, N-diethyl-meta—
toluamide) is the most commonly 
used insect repellant applied to the 
human body, yet it is highly 
controversial. Many scientists have 
raised concerns about DEET’s toxic 
properties when used alone and in 
combination with other chemicals. 
DEET is quickly absorbed through 
the skin and has caused effects 
ranging from large blisters, 
numbness, and mood disturbances 
to brain damage in children, three 
of whom died in the last 40 years. 
 
 

TThhee  DDooss  aanndd  DDoonn’’ttss  ooff  
DDEEEETT  

  
9 Do not allow young children to 

apply this product. 
9 Do not apply near children’s 

hands or faces. 
9 Apply only enough to cover 

exposed skin and/or clothing. 
9 Do not apply over cuts, wounds 

or irritated skin. 
9 Thoroughly wash all treated 

skin with soap and water after 
returning indoors. 

9 Wash treated clothes before 
wearing again; and 

9 Do not spray aerosol forms 
inside. (EPA, 1998) 
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FFOORR  
MMOOSSQQUUIITTOO  

PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN……  
    

  

              
  

  
  

UUSSEE  PPRREEVVEENNTTIIOONN!!  
 
 
        In the past, the widespread reaction 

to mosquitoes and other nuisance 
pests was to spray and apply 

chemical pesticides and repellents. 
More recently, scientists have come
to learn the damaging effects these 

chemicals have on human health 
and our ecosystem. 
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