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Over 1.1 million tons of 
garbage is shipped off the 
island annually, while Long 
Islanders only recycle one 

quarter of our garbage.  
This pales in comparison 
with other communities 
that achieve over 60% 

recycling rates

Sustainability 
is no longer 
just a “noble 

idea” it’s become a core civic 
responsibility.  The financial 
crisis, volatile energy prices 
and scenes of vast ice shelves 
falling into the Antarctic Ocean 
are compelling reasons 
to expeditiously pursue 
sustainable policies and 
practices. Isn’t it time we got 
back to basics?  The recycling 
of paper, plastic, glass and 
metal is a simple, accessible 
and effective way to fight 
climate change, conserve 
forests and save energy as 
well as money.  In CCE’s 2009 
Long Island Recycling Report 
Card, significant improvements 
are highlighted in many towns 
– but Long Island can do much 
more to maximize the benefits 
of recycling.  Returning to the 
three R’s:  Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle is a powerful and 
effective practice to protect 
our natural resources and our 
economic stability. 

As an island, Long 
Island offers a microcosm 
of how trash, energy and 
environmental issues affect 
the planet as a whole.  Over 
1.1 million tons of garbage 
is shipped off the island 
annually, while Long Islanders 
only recycle one quarter of 

our garbage.1   This pales 
in comparison with other 
communities that achieve 
over 60% recycling rates, 
such as Portland, Oregon, 
San Francisco, California and 
Onondaga County, NY. 

Robust recycling programs 
provide dramatic benefits to 
our communities, including: 

  Creation of Jobs.
According to the EPA, 

recycling creates about 1 
million jobs and more than 
$100 billion in revenue.  The 
EPA also estimates that 
recycling creates five times 
as many jobs compared to 
land filling.2 

 Protection and 
expansion of U.S. 

manufacturing jobs.  
Increasing the amount of 
recycled material taken 
out of the waste stream 
will increase the number 
of jobs manufacturing and 
reusing this material.       

 Reduction of land 
filling and incinerating 

garbage.  The City of 
Austin, Texas is in the 
process of implementing 
a “Zero Waste Program” 
which aims to reduce by 
20% the per capita solid 
waste disposed to landfills 
by 2012, diverting 75% of 
waste from landfills and 
incinerators by 2020 and 
90% by 2040.3   

 Preventing pollution 

Introduction

caused by manufacturing 
products from virgin 
materials.  

It is estimated that producing 
paper from recycled paper 
causes 74% less air pollution 
and 35% less water pollution 
than producing it from virgin 
paper.4 
  Saving energy.  

Recycling one aluminum 
can saves enough energy to 
power your TV for three hours.5 
  Decreasing emission 

of greenhouse gases 
contributing to global climate 
change.  Pennsylvania 
recycling in 2004 eliminated 
more than 2.5 million metric 
tons of air emissions, 
including reduction of 1.9 
million metric tons of carbon 
equivalent – a savings of 
approximately 2.4% of all 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
the Commonwealth.6 
  Conserving natural 

resources such as timber, 
water and minerals.  If we 
recycled all of the aluminum 
that Americans throw away, 
we would be able to rebuild 
the entire United States' airline 
fleet every three months.7  

Recycling fights
 climate change  
Climate change, often called 
global warming, is real – it’s 
happening right now.  The 
earth’s surface is heating 
up, sea levels are rising, ice 
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The Town of Brookhaven 
estimates that, depending 
upon the market, it costs 

about $80 per ton to 
dispose of garbage and 
$40 per ton to recycle its 
recyclables.  The Town of 

North Hempstead estimates 
it saves $36 for every ton 
of commingled it recycles 
and $66 for every ton of 

separated paper it recycles.

caps are melting and storms 
are strengthening.  Long 
Island, New York State and 
the U.S. government are all 
developing plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
lowering our household carbon 
footprint.  These plans must 
include recycling.  Recycling 
is a key component in 
reducing harmful emissions 
and lowering energy 
consumption.  

In short, recycling reduces 
energy need.  Manufacturing 
products from recycled 
materials typically requires less 
energy than producing goods 
from virgin materials.  For 
example, producing new plastic 
from recycled material uses a 
full two-thirds less energy than 
producing new plastic from 
virgin materials,8  and recycling 
a ton of plastic bottles saves 
approximately 74 gallons of 
gasoline.9   Recycling also 
helps to reduce emissions from 
incinerators and cut methane 
emissions from landfills by 
diverting valuable, recyclable 
resources. Most importantly, 
recycling increases the storage 
of carbon in forests.  Trees 
that are not cut down to make 
paper, absorb carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and 
store it in their core.  Recycling 
paper products allows more 
trees to remain standing and 
actively remove carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere.

The EPA states that 
reducing waste generation in 
the U.S. to 1990 levels could 
cut greenhouse gas emissions 
by 11.6 million metric tons of 
carbon equivalents (MMCO2e).  
Increasing the national 

recycling rate from the current 
level of 28% to 35% would 
reduce greenhouse gases by 
9.8 MMCO2e compared to 
land filling the same material. 
Together, reducing waste and 
increasing recycling would 
slash emissions by more than 
21.4 MMCO2e, an amount 
equal to the average annual 
emissions produced by 11 
million U.S. households.10 

Recycling saves money for 
schools, businesses and 
residents
It is more expensive to throw 
away our trash than to recycle 
our recyclables.  The numbers 
speak for themselves. The 
Town of Brookhaven estimates 
that, depending upon the 
market, it costs about $80 
per ton to dispose of garbage 
and $40 per ton to recycle 
its recyclables.  The Town of 
North Hempstead estimates 
it saves $36 for every ton of 
commingled it recycles and 
$66 for every ton of separated 
paper it recycles.  In other 
words, serious tax dollars 
saved.  

Several Long Island towns 
have started programs to work 
with schools.  The Town of 
North Hempstead provides 
free bins to schools and 
offers free pick-up of school 
recyclables, anticipating that 
the town will make money on 
the recyclables.  One school 
in California, Oak Grove 
Elementary, recently began 
its own recycling program.  
Oak Grove has been diverting 
more than seven cubic yards 
of waste per week.  Garbage 
rates have been reduced 

by $1,400 per year, and the 
program generated $500 in 
income from marketing the 
recycled materials.11 

Recycling can help 
businesses streamline costs 
and increase efficiency  

The furniture company, 
Rooms to Go, based in 
Atlanta, Georgia is a leader 
in recycling.  In 2007, the 
company grossed over $1 
million from its recyclables.12   
Today, the company recycles 
92% of its total waste stream.  
This one example shall serve 
for many, demonstrating the 
financial benefit for businesses 
as well as for customers, all 
the while positively impacting 
our shared environment.

Other companies are 
making long-term investments 
in recycling.  In January of 
2009, the Coca-Cola Company 
opened the world’s largest 
bottle-to-bottle recycling plant 
in South Carolina.  When fully 
operational the plant will have 
the capacity to produce 100 
million pounds of recycled 
PET plastic chips, enough to 
produce 2 billion 20-ounce 
bottles of Coke.13  The 
company anticipates that in the 
long run the plant will produce 
a profit.14 

 
In 2008 Rooms to Go 

recycled 22,836 tons of 
recyclables. 

•96% of cardboard
•96% of foam
•87% of plastics
•80% of wood 

 
In 2007, the company 

grossed over $1 million 
from its recyclables.  
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Following the release of CCE’s 
first recycling report in 2008, 
one of our primary objectives 
was achieved: a reinvigorated 
dialogue among public and 
municipal leaders over the 
benefits of recycling.  There 
were more than 17 news 
articles written about our 
report card, including articles 
in Newsday, New York Times, 
Long Island Press, Long Island 
Business News, The News 
Review, The Suffolk Times, 
North Shore Sun, The Long 
Island Advance, and Levittown 
Tribune.  There were three 
editorials (Newsday, The 
Suffolk Times and The News 
Review) as well as diverse TV 
and radio coverage.

Other successes included:
• Congressman Bishop 

added an amendment to an 
education bill for funding for 

schools considering recycling 
education.  

• Nassau County 
Legislator Jeff Toback initiated 
a recycling survey in his district 
to explore ways the county 
can be involved in increasing 
recycling.

• Sanitary District One, 
in western Nassau, started its 
first ever curbside recycling 
program. 

• Suffolk County officials 
reached out to businesses and 
schools to talk about recycling 
and began a county-wide 
e-waste program.  

Overall, towns across Long 
Island established significant 
improvements in their recycling 
programs.  Following the 
release of the 2008 report, 
CCE staff met extensively with 
town officials to discuss areas 
of opportunity and expansion.  

Many of the towns’ efforts and 
successes are reflected in 
this year’s grades.  However, 
there is still much work to be 
done to improve programs, 
expand initiatives and increase 
recycling throughout Long 
Island.

The Long Island 
Recycling Report 

Card 

It’s time we got back to 
basics: Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle.
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Figure 2.  Town Recycling Program Grades 

The Results Are In...
Town % Grade Letter Grade
North Hempstead 98 A+
Huntington 98 A+
Islip 96 A+
Babylon 90 A
Brookhaven 90 A
Smithtown 90 A
Oyster Bay 89 B+
Southold 87 B+
Hempstead 87 B+
Southampton 73 C
East Hampton 70 C
Riverhead 57 F

In this 2009 Long Island 
Recycling Report Card, CCE 
interviewed 12 of the 13 towns 
on Long Island, excluding the 
Town of Shelter Island.  Each 
town received the question-
naire prior to the interview.  
Towns included:

• Babylon
• Brookhaven
• East Hampton
• Hempstead
• Huntington
• Islip
• North Hempstead
• Oyster Bay
• Riverhead
• Smithtown
• Southampton
• Southold

CCE evaluated the 
recycling programs of each 
municipality and assessed their 
strengths and weaknesses.  
Letter grades were generated 
for each town based upon 
numerical scores, using the 
template shown to the right for 
the 100 point-scale and letter 
grades.  These letter grades 
correspond to the status 
indicated in Figure 1.

Results for each town are 
shown on pages 20-45.  A list 
of recommendations is pre-
sented with the hope that mu-
nicipalities will work to improve 
their programs. 

CCE’s 2008 Long Island 
Recycling Report Card 

     
 Letter grade 100 pt scale

A+   96- 100
A   90-95
B+   86-89
B   80-85
C+   76-79
C   70-75
D   60-69
F   59 or below

identified a critical need 
for towns to collaborate 
with schools to implement 
and increase recycling.  
Therefore, our 2009 Long 
Island Recycling Report Card 
contains a new section that 
evaluates the various town/
school collaborations.  

Figure 1:  
Grading template
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In 2008, CCE called for a “Recycling Renaissance on Long Island.”   One year later, 
towns are proudly meeting the challenge.  The 2009 Long Island Recycling Report Card 
examines the various components of each town’s recycling program, including materials 
recycled, Stop Throwing Out Pollutants (STOP), electronic waste collection, leaf and 
grass clippings, public education such as event tabling and presentations, services for 
businesses and schools, and recycling in parks, beaches and town buildings.  

CCE is delighted to report a resurgence of new recycling programs and initiatives 
launched island-wide.  Almost every town received a higher grade in this year’s report card. 
In 2008, only the Town of Islip received an A grade.  This year, six towns received an A.

Two towns scored lower in this year’s report: East Hampton and Riverhead.  East Hamp-
ton cut programs from the previous year, and Riverhead’s weaknesses in public education 
and the lack of any program to work with schools and businesses severely compromised 
its grade. 

The following outines the specific hiighlights by areas of focus in the recyling programs. 

Long Island Green Highlights from 2009 Report

CCE is delighted 
to report a 

resurgence of 
new recycling 
programs and 

initiatives 
launched island-

wide.  Almost 
every town 

received a higher 
grade in this 
year’s report 
card. In 2008, 
only the Town 

of Islip received 
an A grade.  This 
year, six towns 
received an A.

School Recycling
• In 2009, the Town of 

North Hempstead launched 
the most comprehensive 
school recycling program 
on Long Island.  The town 
offers participating schools 
recycling bins for classrooms, 
larger bins for storage of 
recyclables and scales for 
weighing recyclables.  North 
Hempstead also provides free 
pick-up of recyclables for the 
first two years of the program. 
There are currently 8 school 
districts, with a total of 45 
school buildings, participating.

• The Town of 
Hempstead launched a school 
recycling program in 2008.  At 
the time of last year’s report, 
no schools were participating.  
Currently, over 61 schools 
are active in the program, 
representing tremendous 
progress.

• The Town of Huntington 
initiated a “school roundtable” 
where representatives from all 
nine school districts and from 
the town meet on a quarterly 
basis to discuss issues and 
opportunities for coordination.  

• The Town of Babylon 
set up a program to handle 
school refuse at reduced cost.  
The town will provide recycling 
bins for classrooms.  If the 
school does not want recycling 
bins, the town will separate out 
recyclables, properly recycle 
them and then dispose of the 
garbage.

• The Town of Smithtown 
has sent letters to all school 
superintendents urging schools 
to start recycling programs.  
The town will take recyclables 
for free, but the schools must 
arrange drop-off at the town 
facility.   

STOP Program & Mercury 
Recycling

• In 2008, the Town 
of Smithtown was the only 
municipality on Long Island 
that did not provide a STOP 
program.  CCE is happy to 
report that in 2009, Smithtown 
agreed to set-up a STOP 
program for residents.  The 
first drop-off day is scheduled 
to take place October 3, 2009 
at the Smithtown Municipal 
Services Facility.  Now all 
towns on Long Island have an 
active STOP program.
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• The Town of Islip 
applied for, and was granted, a 
permit to operate a permanent 
facility for residents to drop off 
household hazardous wastes 
year-round.

• The Towns of 
Hempstead, Huntington and 
Smithtown have partnered with 
Covanta Energy to encourage 
residents to recycle mercury 
thermometers.  A $5 gift card 
to Home Depot or Lowes is 
offered for every mercury 
thermometer that residents 
return.

Electronic Waste Recycling 
(E-Waste)

• The Town of Islip set up 
a curbside e-waste recycling 
program.  Residents can leave 
e-waste at the curb on the last 
Wednesday of every month for 
town pickup and recycling.  

• The Town of Oyster 
Bay launched a pilot program 
for curbside pickup of e-waste 
in one community.  The pilot 
has ended and the town is 
analyzing the results to deter-
mine if the initiative should be 
launched town-wide.

• The Town of 
Brookhaven expanded its 
e-waste program to offer new 
locations.  Once a month there 
is a different drop-off spot in 
town, which is advertised in 
schools and in press releases.

• The Town of Babylon 
held an e-waste recycling day 
for residents, businesses and 
schools co-hosted by Assem-
blyman Bob Sweeney.

Leaf Composting
• The Towns of North 

Hempstead and Brookhaven 
started a pilot leaf waste 
composting program.  North 
Hempstead will be composting 
3,000 cubic yards, which will 
be used on town lands, saving 
taxpayers the cost of purchas-
ing compost as they have in 
previous years.   

• The Town of Smithtown 
started a leaf recycling pro-
gram in 2008.  This pilot initia-
tive supplies 1,200 homes with 
paper bags for leaves.  The 
town collects the leaves, grinds 
them up and mixes them with 
wood to form a compost/leaf 
mulch.  This is bagged and of-
fered free to residents.  

• The Town of Babylon 
now requires its carter to com-
post leaf waste on Long Island, 
instead of shipping it off-island.

Pharmaceutical Take-Back 
Program

• The Town of North 
Hempstead launched the first 
town-sponsored pharmaceuti-
cal take-back program.  This 
allows residents to bring in 
expired or unwanted drugs, 
including narcotics such as 
OxyContin, and have them 
safely disposed.  The one-day 
effort collected over 400 lbs. 
of drugs, some dating back to 
1966, others no longer on the 

market such as Vioxx.  

Other Programs
•    The Towns of Southold 

and Brookhaven launched a 
boat shrink wrap recycling pro-
gram.  Residents can bring the 
shrink wrap used to winterize 
their boats to the town facil-
ity, and the town will properly 
recycle it at no cost. The Town 
of Brookhaven will also recycle 
plastic from greenhouses.

• The Town of Islip and 
the Town of Huntington began 
printing recycling educational 
material in Spanish, as well as 
English.

• The Town of Southold, 
following publication of CCE’s 
2008 report card, set up an 
educational kiosk at its recy-
cling facility.  

The one-day 
effort collected 
over 400 lbs. 

of drugs, some 
dating back to 

1966
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1. Towns should work 
to launch pharmaceutical 
take-back programs

Pharmaceutical and 
prescription drug take-
back programs are critical 
to ensuring that unwanted 
or unused medications 
are disposed of properly.  
For many years it was 
recommended that unused 
drugs be flushed down the 
toilet.  This antiquated practice 
pollutes our groundwater, 
streams, bays and estuaries. 
In 2008, the Associated Press 
reported that pharmaceutical 
drugs -- including antibiotics, 
mood stabilizers and sex 
hormones -- were found in 
the drinking water of over 41 
million Americans.15   This 
year the Town of North 
Hempstead launched the first 
comprehensive drug take-back 
program on Long Island.  The 
program accepted all drugs, 
including narcotics.  In the 
first event, the town collected 
400 lbs. of medications, from 
drugs issued in 1966 to others 
officially recalled such as 
Vioxx.  The drugs collected 
included: Vicodin, OxyContin, 
Ambien and methadone.  

2. Towns should stop 
collecting grass clippings 
and implement a “Don’t Bag 
It Program”

The 2008 Long Island 
Recycling Report Card stated 

that the collection of grass 
clippings is an antiquated 
policy that wastes taxpayer 
dollars and provides no 
environmental benefit.  Indeed, 
such a collection program 
is counter-productive and 
prevents grass clippings from 
providing a natural, slow-
release fertilizer for lawns and 
gardens.  Newsday reported 
on May 22, 2009 that the 
Town of Hempstead was 
experiencing significant odor 
problems relating to grass 
clippings decomposing at the 
transfer station.  Many towns 
have already stopped the 
collection of grass clippings; 
other towns should implement 
this easy, cost-effective 
and odor reducing measure 
immediately.  

3. Towns should place 
recycling bins in all parks, 
beaches, parking lots and 
train stations so residents 
can recycle on the go

Recycling should be 
easy and convenient for the 
public.  Ensuring that people 
can recycle drink containers 
and newspapers on the go 
makes good sense, while also 
reducing litter in key areas.  
The Town of Huntington 
placed bins at six beaches 
in 2009, and anticipates the 
program will pay for itself 
with the money gained from 
recycling plus eliminating 
the $75/ton waste disposal 
fee.  The Town of North 
Hempstead worked with the 
MTA to place recycling bins on 
train platforms throughout the 

CCE Recommendations
Municipalities

The Town of 
Huntington 

placed bins at six 
beaches in 2009, 
and anticipates 
the program will 
pay for itself with 
the money gained 

from recycling 
plus eliminating 

the $75/ton waste 
disposal fee. 

Pictured at right is 
the announcement 
of its new beach 

recycling program.
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Pay As You Throw Programs
 

Pay As You Throw (PAYT), also called “unit pricing” or SMART (Saves Money Reduces Trash), is a municipal solid waste collec-
tion program that correlates the cost of waste disposal with the amount of garbage each resident creates.  The system is designed 
to reward residents when they reduce their waste or increase their recycling.  It replaces the current form of waste collection, 
where municipalities charge all residents the same flat fee no matter how much they generate. PAYT programs are increasingly 
popular as towns hear of success stories in other communities.  These programs dramatically increase recycling rates.  Indeed, 
PAYT programs have an average reduction in municipal solids waste (MSW) of about 25-35 %.32  

The public understands a system that requires us to pay for what we use (ie. electricity, water, natural gas).  When it comes to 
garbage, though, too often we pay the same amount as our neighbor.  There is no incentive to reduce our household trash.  Under 
PAYT programs, however, you only pay for what you generate, providing a clear incentive to recycle. 

Further, household garbage is almost entirely made up of material that is recyclable, reusable or compostable.  An estimated 
41% is paper, 18% yard waste, 9% metals, 8% glass, 8% food waste and 7% plastic.  Only about 9% of our current curbside 
waste requires a landfill or incinerator.33  The opportunities for PAYT savings are clear and plentiful.

Towns benefit directly from PAYT programs because when the waste stream decreases, so do the maintenance costs as-
sociated with collecting high volume waste.  These programs ease stress on trucks, facilities, employees, landfills and incinera-
tors – all components of the waste collection process.34   The Town of Dover, New Hampshire reduced its waste by 7,100 tons a 
year from 1991 to 1999 and increased its recycling rate to 50%.   The town saved $322,000 a year.  In seven years, the Town of 
Worcester, Massachusetts reduced waste by 40 million pounds using the PAYT program.35 

Though PAYT hasn’t caught on across Long Island, over 420 municipalities in New York State have implemented programs. 
Communities nationwide are benefiting from these programs. As of 2008, 25 % of U.S. residents had access to PAYT, and during 
the prior ten years the number of programs in U.S. municipalities increased from 1,000 to 7,100.36   Some states have ruled PAYT 
the standard collection program.37  

So far, two Long Island towns have implemented PAYT programs: Southold and Southampton.  Both are reporting successes, 
in the process helping residents understand how much waste they contribute and encouraging recycling and waste reduction.38 

CCE recommends that PAYT programs be implemented in conjunction with established recycling and composting initiatives so 
residents can learn about all available alternatives.  In this way, residents can discover the value in source reduction, item reuse 
and free fertilizers hidden in kitchen and yard waste through composting. 

PAYT programs aren’t just an easy environmental solution, they’re an economic solution – towns save, residents save and the 
environment is saved.  It’s simple: the more you recycle, the less we all pay.

Towns should lead by example, implementing comprehensive recycling 
programs in their buildings and saving money in the process.  



11

town.  According to the MTA, 
in 2008, NYC Transit subway 
stations yielded 8,444 tons of 
recyclables -- approximately 
50% of all refuse removed 
from the system.  CCE urges 
all towns to add bins to key 
locations. 

4. Towns should work 
in partnership with schools, 
businesses and apartment 
and co-op complexes to 
establish comprehensive 
recycling programs

It is critical that schools, 
businesses and apartment 
complexes establish recycling 
programs.   

• CCE identified several 
successful partnerships 
between towns and schools, 
detailed in the School 
Recycling Section.  These 
partnerships are easy to 
implement, and often lead to 
future collaborations between 
towns and schools. 

• The Town of Smithtown 
created a “business waste 
generation fee.”  All businesses 
are charged a fee based on 
the quantity of garbage they 
produce.  The more a business 
recycles, the less garbage they 
produce, the less the town 
charges for disposal of their 
garbage.  

• The Town of Oyster 
Bay established a program 
for apartment and condo 
complexes to set up their own 
recycling initiatives, involving 
free pick-up of recyclables or 
free placement of recycling 
igloos on the property.

All of these initiatives 
work to advance recycling on 
Long Island and should be 
embraced by all towns.

5. Towns should ensure 
that their websites are easy 
to find, public-friendly and 
updated regularly.  

CCE recommends that 
municipalities provide all 
relevant information for resi-
dential, business and school 
recycling on their websites.   
Most municipalities highlight 
their household program online 
but few have information about 
recycling for schools or busi-
nesses – even when they offer 
comprehensive programs.   
Municipalities should be doing 
everything possible to involve 
businesses and schools.  We 
recommend this information 
be easy to access from the 
home page through a promi-
nently displayed icon, like that 
of the Town of Brookhaven.  
CCE found that too many town 

websites are challenging to 
navigate – it’s hard to find the 
recycling information – often 
requiring multiple clicks and 
redirections.  Lastly, websites 
need to be updated regularly.   
Several websites have not 
been updated in years and 
contain outdated information.  
Increasing recycling informa-
tion and streamlining accessi-
bility by using available tech-
nologies will increase recycling 
participation and reduce waste 
disposal costs.    

6. Towns 
should have 
comprehensive 
recycling 
programs for 
town buildings

CCE found 
that most towns 
have a recycling 
program for 
town buildings – 
but there is still room for 
improvement.  The Town 
of Riverhead, for example, 
implemented a building 
program to only recycle paper.  
Recently it launched a pilot 
program in one department 
to recycle plastic and glass 
bottles.  CCE believes that the 
pilot should be expanded to 
all of the town departments.  
The Town of Islip, by contrast, 
issues a recycling bin to every 
town employee.  The recycling 
container is larger than the 
trash can to emphasize the fact 
that the majority of office waste 
can (and should) be recycled.  
The town does routine training 
with custodial staff and follow-
up with employees.  Towns 
should lead by example, 
implementing comprehensive 
recycling programs in their 
buildings and saving money in 
the process.  

7. Towns should 
develop and implement 
comprehensive recycling 
public education programs

Since our 2008 report, CCE 
has identified areas of progress 
in the public education sector.  
Some towns have increased 
mailings and are providing 
more recycling presentations 
to schools.  The Town of 
Southold constructed a public 

education kiosk at the town 
facility to educate residents on 
recycling and to keep them up 
apprised of recycling news and 
upcoming events.  The Town 
of Hempstead produced six 
recycling mailings to residents 
and offered several dozen 
presentations to schools and 
community groups.  Some 
towns, however, continue to lag 
behind in their public education 
efforts. Riverhead, East 
Hampton and Southampton, 
for example, do not provide 
direct mailings to residents 
and do not participate in any 
community educational tabling 
events.  

One way towns can 
achieve effective education 
without increasing costs is to 
e-mail recycling information to 
residents.  CEE recommends 
monthly e-mails encouraging 
residents to recycle, informing 
them about STOP and E-waste 
days and announcing other 
recycling news.  CCE highly 
recommends keeping residents 
informed of the town’s 
recycling efforts and any cost 
savings available.  To the best 
of our knowledge, this is not 
being done in any of the towns 
on Long Island. The time to 
begin is now.         
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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

1.  The NYS DEC should 
work with towns to enhance 
and promote markets for 
recycling glass.

Many of the towns raised 
concerns about the difficulty 
of finding a market to recycle 
glass bottles.  Nationally, 
75% of glass ends up in 
landfills.16   One Long Island 
town reported it used to 
send its glass to a recycling 
plant in Brooklyn that did 
glass-to-glass recycling.  
The plant then switched to 
manufacturing glass jars 
for baby food, and could no 
longer take recycled glass due 
to tightened contamination 
restrictions. The Town of 
Southold has actually begun to 
stockpile glass, while looking 
for an appropriate market.  
The town has tried to grind its 
glass back to sand and offer 
the material to contractors for 
free, but still cannot move it.  
Many towns send their glass 
to Brookhaven, where it is 
recycled and used in projects 
surrounding the landfill.  
More options, however, are 
necessary.  CCE reached out 
to Dr. Larry Swanson, PhD. 
and Director of the Waste 
Reduction and Management 
Institute, who confirmed that 
the markets for glass have 
dried up, and past projects to 
incorporate ground glass into 
asphalt have failed.    

The good news is that 

there are exciting new 
developments in the glass 
industry.  Manufacturers are 
becoming more innovative 
and pioneering in ways to 
use recycled glass.  Some 
emerging possibilities for glass 
marketing are: 

a. As an alternative to sea 
turtle nesting substrate17  

b. As an element in the 
production of ceramics18 

c. As street and sidewalk 
pavers – possibly for perme-
able pavement19  

d. As aggregates and 
shot-blast abrasives  

e. As art and decorative 
applications

f. As alternative beach fill 
material21 

g. As mulch in landscap-
ing and landscaping design22 

h. As material for counter-
top production and an alterna-
tive to marble23  

The glass industry is 
currently tightening standards 
and its goal is to produce 
containers with 50% recycled 
material by 2013.24   However, 
there needs to be a more 
immediate solution for the 
glass recycling problem 
impeding today’s market.  
One potential solution the 
DEC should consider is the 
installation of a permanent 
glass recycling plant on Long 
Island.  Another possibility is a 
state mandate requiring glass 
bottles to contain a specified 
percentage of recycled 
glass.  In California, state law 
mandates containers include 
35% recycled glass.25   In 
Oregon, state law requires 
50% recycled glass.26   Glass 
can and should be recycled.  
The DEC should work with 
towns and counties to ensure 
that markets exist.

CCE Recommendations
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2. CCE strongly believes 
the NYS DEC needs to re-
evaluate its policy to include 
and mandate the recycling of 
all batteries.

In some states (including 
California),27  all batteries, 
even alkaline, are considered 
household hazardous waste 
(HHW).  In New York this isn’t 
the case.  The DEC’s website 
recommends that alkaline 
batteries be disposed of in the 
trash.  Yet many Long Island 
residents are unaware of the 
difference between alkaline 
batteries and more hazardous 
nickel-cadmium batteries and 
lithium ion batteries.

A regrettable effect of 
the DEC’s recommendation 
is towns abandoning 
programs designed to 
educate consumers on 
proper battery disposal.  The 
Town of Brookhaven website 
states, “The New York State 
Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation 
has determined 
that alkaline 
household 
batteries (i.e. 
AA, AAA, C, 
D, 9v) can be 
disposed of 
safely with your 

regular household garbage.  
Consequently, battery 
collection bins have been 
removed from schools, 
recreation facilities and 
government buildings.28   
CCE believes this message 
misleads residents into 
believing all battery disposal is 
safe, particularly with the rise 
of lithium ion batteries that look 
identical to alkaline batteries.   

Lithium batteries should 
not be discarded in the trash 
as they may contain sulfur 
dioxide, which has explosive 
properties under certain 
conditions.29   Alkaline batteries 
contain hazardous material 
such as potassium hydroxide, 
which can leak from damaged 
batteries causing irritation to 
skin and eyes.30   Mercury 
has been banned from 
alkaline batteries, yet they 
still contain residual amounts 
resulting from the mining and 

manufacturing of the raw 
ore. CCE strongly believes 
the presence of mercury and 
other toxins cannot be ignored.  
These noxious batteries, 
if improperly disposed of, 
may leach into the ground 
contaminating waterways 
and drinking water – affecting 
both the environment and 
public health.31   This issue is 
especially important on Long 
Island where the sole source 
of our drinking water is the 
aquifer, which is extremely 
vulnerable to leachates. 

It is CCE’s recommendation 
that the information on the 
DEC website where alkaline 
batteries are identified as 
harmless be taken down 
or modified to inform 
consumers of the hazards of 
battery disposal.

22C

(pictured left): 
The Town of 
Southold has 

actually begun to 
stockpile glass, 
while looking for 
an appropriate 
market.  The 

town has tried to 
grind its glass 

back to sand and 
offer the material 

to contractors 
for free, but still 
cannot move it.  
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Special Section: 
Recycling in 
the Schools

When CCE conducted 
interviews for the 2008 Long 
Island Recycling Report Card, 
it became increasingly clear 
there was a critical lack of 
recycling in our schools.  The 
report recommended, “Towns 
and cities should encourage 
schools and businesses to 
recycle.  It is so important that 
towns and cities begin to work 
together with schools and 
businesses to implement and 
execute meaningful recycling 
programs.  In order to ensure 
that recycling continues from 
one generation to the next, 
we must be teaching and 
practicing recycling in the 
schools.”

Looking back, the NYS 
Education Department sent 
a letter in September 2007 
to all schools in the state 
encouraging them to set up 
recycling programs.  The letter 
states, “New York Schools 
have an important role to play 
in promoting recycling.  It’s 
the right thing to do to protect 
our environment, and it’s 
required by state and local 
laws.”  Despite this plea, most 
schools still did not move to 
recycle.  

In 2008, CCE and 

the Town of Hempstead 
discussed a potential program 
for schools.  At the time of the 
interview, no schools were 
participating.  The good news 
is that at the time of our 2009 
interview, 61 schools in the 
town are now recycling.

The Town of North 
Hempstead has launched 
the most comprehensive 
program to date, making it 
entirely free and easy for 
schools to participate.  The 
Town of Huntington created 
a “school/town roundtable” 
where representatives from 
both parties meet quarterly to 
talk about issues and points 
of collaboration, including 
school recycling.  Other 
towns, such as Islip, have 
implemented a flat fee to 
pick up school recyclables.  
Still others like the Town of 
Smithtown, unable to pick up 
waste from schools, waive all 
fees and allow schools to drop 
off recyclables for free at the 
town facility.

The Town of Brookhaven 
is the only town on the 
Island that charges schools 
for recyclables.  It provides 
consulting services 
encouraging schools to set up 

programs.  However, the town 
does not pick up recyclables, 
and charges these schools 
$12/ton for drop-off at the town 
facility.

CCE School Interviews
CCE conducted interviews 

with three different schools in 
three towns.  CCE interviewed 
Herricks School, located in the 
Town of North Hempstead, 
Island Trees School, located 
in the Town of Hempstead and 
The Longwood School, located 
in the Town of Brookhaven.

Herrick School District, Town of 
North Hempstead

The Town of North 
Hempstead has established 
the most comprehensive 
school program/partnership 
on Long Island.  The town 
provides free classroom bins 
to schools and free pick-up 
of recyclables for the first two 
years.  Only three schools 
within the town are not 
participating. 

Prior to North Hempstead 
establishing this program, 
schools did not have a 
comprehensive recycling 
initiative.  The Herricks School 
District tried to arrange a 
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program with its carter, but 
decided against it when the 
cost proved prohibitive.  The 
carter required a separate 
dumpster at the school 
and a separate pick up for 
recyclables.  Additionally, 
the carter would not provide 
recyclable containers for 
classrooms.   

In 2007, the school 
entered into an agreement 
with a private company to 
recycle paper.  The company 
did not charge the school 
and provided free bins to the 
school.  The company claimed 
they would share the profits in 
the second year.  The school 
did not pursue the second 
year; instead they participated 

in the town’s program.
In September of 2008, 

Herricks School District 
entered into a partnership 
with North Hempstead and 
launched a district-wide 
comprehensive recycling 
program.  The school 
recycles paper, plastic 
bottles and metal tins.  The 
town provides free bins in 
classrooms and cafeteria, 
and larger dumpsters to store 
recyclables.  The town comes 
twice a week to pick up 
recyclables.

The school involves 
student clubs to promote 
the program and collect 
recyclables from classrooms.  
This makes it easy for 

janitorial staff, requiring no 
additional training.  In the 
first months, the school 
experienced an increase 
in participation, and a 
corresponding decrease 
in waste.  Unfortunately, 
the carter still charges the 
same cost, though the 
school generates less waste.  
Herricks is seeking to re-
negotiate its next contract with 
the carting company.    

The town has also started 
to distribute scales.  This 
is a terrific way for schools 
to weigh recyclables, post 
weekly recyclable statistics 
and have friendly competitions 
with neighboring schools.  
Denton Ave. Elementary 

School translates the weight 
of their paper recyclables into 
saving trees and posts how 
many trees saved each week.

Jim Brown, the Director 
of Facilities and Operation 
for Herricks School District, 
told CCE that the partnership 
made it much easier for the 
school to recycle. He strongly 
recommends the program to 
other schools. 

This initial partnership has 
led to other initiatives between 
school and town.  For instance, 
North Hempstead was able 
to help Herricks High School 
with a paving project and the 
town worked with the school to 
establish an e-waste recycling 
program.  

Island Trees Middle School, 
Town of Hempstead

The Town of Hempstead’s 
program is slightly different 
from North Hempstead’s 
program.  The Town of 
Hempstead requires schools to 
purchase special recycling bins 
from the town.  Only then does 

Left:  The 
Town of North 

Hempstead 
delivers 

recycling bins 
to the Port 

Washington 
School district.

SPECIAL SECTION:  RECYCLING IN THE SCHOOLS
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the town collect and recycle 
the school’s recyclables free of 
charge.  

The Island Trees Middle 
School started its recycling 
program in January of 2008.  
The school purchased three 
bins for the lunch room and 
one bin for the copier room.  
Two bins are for paper and 
two bins for commingled 
bottles and cans.  The school 
also placed cardboard boxes 
in all classrooms to collect 
paper.  At first the boxes were 
decorated by the Friends of 
the Environment Club, but then 
they needed to be replaced too 
frequently.  The Club ensures 
that each classroom has a 
box.  Once the box is full of 
paper, the teacher has one 
of the students bring the box 
and dump it into the larger 
container in the lunch room.

The larger, town-purchased 
containers have wheels that 
allow custodial staff to easily 
move the containers to the 
garage where the town picks 
them up weekly. According 
to Greg Wagner, Chair of the 
Science Department at Island 
Trees Middle School, the 
partnership “made it so easy to 
recycle.”

At the beginning of the 
program the town held a large 
educational assembly and 
Town Supervisor Kate Murray 
was in attendance to help kick 
off and promote the program.

During our visit we spoke 
to the custodial staff about 
the recycling program.  They 
told us the program was “easy 
to implement” and actually 
“made the building cleaner.”  
The custodial representative 
noted that before the program 

launched, bottles were all 
over the floor.  He estimated 
an “80% improvement in 
cleanliness of the building.” 

The partnership between 
town and school has led to 
other joint initiatives.  Recently, 
there was an 8th grade 
student who conducted a class 
project on e-waste recycling.  
The town helped the school 
establish a program where 
the school notified residents 
to bring their e-waste and the 
town collected e-waste free of 
charge.  The school collected 
2,060 lbs. of e-waste that the 
town recycled.

    
Longwood School District, 
Town of Brookhaven

The Longwood School 
District implemented a 
comprehensive recycling 
program several years ago.   
The school recycles paper, 
cardboard, glass, plastic 
and metal.  The school pays 
a private hauler to truck 
recyclables to the Town of 
Brookhaven, where the town 
then charges the school $12/
ton to accept recyclables.  The 
town did provide the school 
encouragement to start the 
program and remains a good 
resource for the school.  
However, the town does not 
provide monetary relief even 
when markets for recyclable 
goods are high.

Each classroom has a 
container for paper, and each 
building has a large barrel 
to store recyclables.  The 
custodial staff is charged with 
bringing recyclables to one 
location, where a private hauler 
picks them up and transports 
them to the town facility.  

According to William 
J. Neater, Director of 
Plant Facilities, Longwood 
Operations and Maintenance, 
the school has old batteries 
from radios and defibrillators 
and has reached out to the 
town for help in disposing them 
properly.  To date the town has 
not provided assistance nor 
guidance.  The school started 
the program “because it was 
the right thing to do.”   CCE 
urges the town to do the right 
thing and remedy the situation.

School Program 
Recommendations

The following are 
recommendations for all 
Long Island towns involving 
their school-to-town recycling 
efforts. Implementing these 
suggestions will make 
recycling simpler for schools, 
plus it will maximize recycling 
while it reduces waste disposal 
costs. 

a. Schools should not 
be charged for bringing 
recyclables to town facilities. 
The ideal program would be 
one similar to that of the Town 
of North Hempstead where 
all necessary components 
are provided by the town free 
of charge.  These include 
recycling containers for 
classrooms, free pick-up by 
town vehicles and a no-charge 
policy for all public schools. 

b. Towns should actively 
reach out to recycle in public 
schools because they make up 
an enormous portion of Long 
Island’s waste stream.  Further, 
it’s an excellent way to boost 
recycling revenue and lower 
municipal taxes. 

The Town of 
Hempstead 
established 
a program 
to collect 
e-waste in 

the school —  
resulting in 

the collection 
of 2,060 lbs. 
of e-waste.



18

2009 Recycling Report Card
What does the town 
recycle

Possible Points

1.
Does the town recycle newspaper? Magazine inserts? Corrugated 
cardboard? White paper/office paper? Paperboard?

Max 2.5 points.  0.5 point newspaper, 0.5 point magazine 
inserts, 0.5 point corrugated cardboard, 0.5 point white 
paper/office paper, 0.5 point paperboard

2.
Does the town recycle metal containers? Glass bottles? Plastics 1 & 2? 
Plastics above 2?

Max 2 points.  0.5 point for metal containers, 0.5 point 
for glass bottles, 0.5 point for plastics 1 & 2, 0.5 point for 
plastics above 2.

STOP Days

3.
Does the town have a STOP program? Max 1.5 points. 1 point for having a STOP program, .5 

bonus point for including perscription narcotics,     .25 
bonus point for medications that are non-narcotic

4. How many days per year is the program available? .5 point for 4 days or more per year

5. Does the town have a permanent facility? .5 point for having a permanent facility, .25 point for 
having a permanent facility for just oil and/or paint

6. How many locations? .5 point for having more than one location

7.
Does the town advertise for the STOP program? Website? Newspaper? 
Radio PSA? Direct mailing?

Total 1 point. .25 point for website, .25 point for 
newspaper, .25 point for radio psa, .25 point for direct 
mailing

8. What programs are in place to recycle batteries? Alkaline? Lithium? Car 
batteries?

Total 1 point. .5 point for collecting all batteries at STOP, 
.5 point for having additional collection points

e-Waste Recycling 
Programs

9. Does the town have an e-waste recycling program? 1 point for having a program
10. Does the town have a permanent facility/drop off location? 1 point for having a permanent facility
11. Does the town have a curbside e-waste recycling program? .5 bonus point for implementing a curbside program

Leaf & Grass Clippings

12.
Does the town have a program to compost leaf waste? Max 1.5 points. 1 point for having an in-house composting 

program, .5 point for vendor compost program, .5 point for 
pilot program

13. Does the town have a wood chipping program? Max 1 point. 1 point for having an in-house wood chipping 
program, .5 for vendor wood chipping program

14.
Does the town have a “Don’t Bag it Policy”? 1 point for having both a program that encourages 

residents to leave grass clippings on the lawn &1 stops 
curbside collection of clippings.

15. Does the town provide homeowner’s guidance to compost at home? .5 point for providing homeowners guidance to compost at 
home

16. Does the town provide free compost/free mulch or free wood chips to 
residents?

1 point for providing free compost or wood chips to 
residents

Public Education 
Programs

17. Does the town set up educational tables at community events? .5 point for setting up educational tables at community 
events

18. How many events did the town attend in 2008? .5 point for attending over 4 events in 2008
19. Does the town do presentations for schools and community groups? .5 point for doing more than 4 events in 2008
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The Grading Scale
Public Education
Programs (cont’d)

Possible Points       

20. How many presentations did the town do in 2008? .5 point for doing more than 4 events in 2008
21. Does the town have an anti-litter campaign? .5 point for having an anti-litter campaign in the town

22. In 2008 did the town do direct mailings to town residents relating to the 
recycling program?

.5 point for any direct mailing to residents on recycling

23. In 2008 did the town do direct mailings to businesses relating to the 
recycling program?

.5 point for any direct mailings to businesses on recycling

24. In 2008 did the town do direct mailings to schools relating to recycling 
programs?

.5 point for any direct mailings to schools on recycling

25. In 2008, was there general ads for recycling, newspaper, TV, radio 
excluding STOP ads & e-waste ads?

1 point for having any general recycling public educational 
ads

26. Is all recycling information located on town website? 1 point for having all information located on website
Public Incentives                

27. How many locations in the town are recycling bins available for 
homeowner pick-up?  Any additional services provided?

.5 point for more than 1 location where residents can pick 
up recycling bins/stickers

28. Are informational packets mailed to new homeowners? 1 point for mailings to new homeowners on recycling
29. Does the town have a “Pay as you Throw” program? 1 point for having a pay as you throw program

Business
30. Does the town have a Main Street program for businesses? 1 point for having a main street program or any program 

encouraging businesses to recycle
31. Does the town have an informational section on its website for 

businesses?
.5 point for having a recycling section on the website for 
businesses

Schools

32. Does the town have an active partnership to help schools recycle?  What 
is the participation?

1 point for an active partnership to encourage and assist 
schools to recycle.

33. Does the town allow schools to drop off recyclables for free at town 
facilities?

1 point for allowing schools to drop off recyclables at the 
town facility

34. Does the town have an informational section on its website for schools? .5 point for having a recycling section on the website for 
schools

Parks & Public Places

35.
Does the town have recyclable containers at Parks? Beaches? Train 
stations? Municipal docks? Parking lots?

Total 1 point. .25 point for bins at parks, .25 point for bins 
at beaches, .25 point for bins at train stations, .25 point for 
bins in parking lots

36. Does the town have a program for town buildings? 1 point for recycling program within town halls/facilities

37. Does the town have a program/partnership for condo, co-ops & 
apartment developments?

1 point for having a program that assists and works with 
apartment & condo developments

Extra Credit

38. Are there any additional programs? Up to 5 additional bonus points for any additional 
programs the town has implemented

TOTAL POSSIBLE 
SCORE

31 points
+ 6 bonus points         MAX POSSIBLE:  37 points
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2009  Recycling               Report Card
TOWN

BABYLON
What does the town 
recycle?

Response Score

1. Recycles all paper. 2.5 
2. Recycles all metal, glass & plastics, including plastics above #2. 2 

STOP Days

3. Has a STOP program. 1
4. The STOP program is held 2x a year: once in the spring and once in the fall. 0

5.
Does not have a permanent facility.  Bablyon works with residents if they are unable to attend a STOP day. The town has a 
permanent facility for waste oil, tires & propane tanks.  Residents can drop these off at the Recycling Facility during regular hours 
(Monday-Friday, 8:00am-2:30pm).

.25

6. Has 1 location for both STOP days, which it believes is adequate for the size of the town. 0
7. Advertises its STOP program through the website, newspaper, radio PSAs & direct mailing. 1
8.  Collects all batteries at the Recycling Center. .5

e-Waste Recycling

9. Has an e-waste program 1
10. Has a permanent facility.  Residents can drop off e-waste at the Recycling Center. 1
11.  Does not have a curbside program. 0

Leaf & Grass 
Clippings

12.
Does not have an in-house composting program.  However, Bablylon has a contract with Omni Recycling to compost leaf & yard 
waste.  In the past, composting took place off-island, However Babylon changed its contract.  Now all composting is done on Long 
Island.

.5

13. Does have a wood-chipping program.  A crew goes out to cut dead & diseased trees.  These trees are then chipped & the mulch is 
used for town projects.  Resident yard & leaf waste is composted by Omni Recycling.

1

14. Does not have a “Don’t Bag it Policy.” 0

15. Does not provide guidance to homeowners to compost at home. 0

16. Does not provide free compost or wood chips to residents. 0
Public Education 
Programs

17. Sets up educational tables at community events. .5
18. Attends approximately 40 events a year. .5
19. Gives community and school presentations .5

20. Gave approximate 25-30 presentations in 2008.  There is an active partnership with the Wyandanch School District, where the 
town participates in an after-school program.

.5

21. Has an anti-litter campaign.  The program is linked to their stormwater program, entitled, “Littering & Floatables Program.” .5

22. Sends out 1 direct mailing a year to residents: the town calendar. .5

23 Has a commercial garbage district and does regular mailings to businesses within the town. .5

24. Started a new program to encourage schools to recycle.  Mailings were sent out to schools to educate them on the program .5
25. No general ads on recycling in 2008. 0
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GRADE

A

26. All information is located on Babylon’s website. 1
Public Incentives

27. There are 3 locations in town where residents can pick up recycling bins: Town Hall, Town Hall Annex & the Recycling Facility. .5
28. Babylon mails informational packets to new homeowners. 1
29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0

Business

30.
Has a program entitled “Opt-Out” for businesses in  town.  Babylon handles all businesses recyclables & garbage.  The fee is 
based on the amount of garbage the business generates.  The more the business recycles, the less garbage they generate -- the 
less they pay for garbage disposal.

1

31. Does not have an informational section on their websites for businesses. 0

Schools

32.
Babylon recently launched a new program to encourage schools to recycle: the town handles all of the school’s garbage and 
recyclables.  Babylon works with the school to significantly lower their current waste removal fees.  The town will provide free 
recycling bins to schools upon request.  Deer Park, one of the first schools to participate, lowered their garbage fee by 50%.

1

33. Accepts recyclables for free from the school, but prefers that the school participate in the town program. 1

34. Does not have an informational section on their websites for schools. 0/

Parks & Public 
Places

35. Has recycling bins everywhere, except for the train stations. .75

36. Has a comprehensive program to recycle paper, plastic, metal & e-waste throughout town buildings 1

37. Has a program to work with apartments/co-ops & condos.  They are considered part of the commercial garbage district.  The town 
provides bins to developments upon request.

1

Extra Credit

38.

1. Babylon has a concrete recycling program.  Residents & the highway department can drop off concrete at the recycling facility 
and the highway department reuses the concrete in town road projects.  2. The town has started a program to distribute re-useable 
shopping bags to town residents.  Hundreds of bags have already been given out.  3. Babylon has an Adopt-a-Bike program where 
people can bring used bikes to the recycling facility and others can take them home.  4. The town launched a CFL program, where 
CFL light bulbs and an educational flyer on how to properly dispose of them are distributed to residents.  5.  Babylon held, in 
conjunction with Assemblyman Bob Sweeney, a e-waste collection day for residents, businesses & schools.

5

TOTAL 28 points 90%

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score

1. Recycles all paper.  Brookhaven does not advertise nor promote that it recycles paperboard, 
yet claims it does. 

2

2. Recycles all commingled.  Brookhaven does not advertise that it recycles plastics above #2, 
but claims it recycles these plastics when there is a market.

2

STOP Days
3. Does have a STOP program. 1

4.
Brookhaven has a permanent facility where residents can bring household hazardous wastes 
from Saturday at 9:00am-12:00pm & Wednesday from 9:00am-4:00pm.  The facility is closed 
Wednesday in the winter & the town will accommodate residents with special circumstances.

.5

5. The town of Brookhaven has a permanent facility. .5

6.

Currently has 1 location but is looking to offer additional locations to make it more convenient 
to town residents.  Brookhaven has 4 locations where residents can drop off oil, oil filters 
& anti-freeze: Holtsville Ecology Center, the Manorville location, the town landfill & Ralph’s 
Fishing.

.25

7. The town advertises through its website & direct mailing. .5

8.
Residents can drop off car & boat batteries at the Manorville location & the town landfill.  For 
alkaline & lithium batteries, residents can bring them to the STOP location or drop them off at 
town hall.

1

e-Waste Recycling Programs
9. Does have an e-waste program. 1

10.

Has a permanent facility.  Residents can drop e-waste at the waste management facility or the 
Manorville site.  Residents can bring e-waste Monday-Friday from 7:00am-4:00pm & Saturday 
from 8:00am-12:00pm.Brookhaven has also implemented a new program where once a month 
the town uses a different drop-off location.  The town advertises these local days through the 
local schools & issues a press release.

1

11. Does not have a curbside program. 0
Leaf & Grass Clippings

12.
Has started a pilot on-site composting program.  The rest of the leaves are shipped to LI 
Compost, where they are composted.  Brookhaven also receives approximately 2,000 yards of 
compost back from LI Compost.  This compost is then distributed to residents.

.5

13. Does have a wood chipping program. 1

14. Does not pick up grass clippings.  Residents are able to drop off leaves, grass clippings & 
horse manure at the town facility.

1

15.  is in the process of putting information on the town website.  There is currently a public 
brochure on how to compost at home.

.5

16. Provides free compost, wood chips and kindling to residents. 1
Public Education Programs

17. Sets up educational tables at community events .5
18. Attended approximately 20-25 events in 2008 .5
19. Gives presentations for the schools and community groups. .5

20. Gave approximately 112 school presentations  & another 20-25 presentations to community 
groups.  Brookhaven also offers tours to schools of its recycling facility.

.5

21. Has  an anti-litter campaign and taskforce made up of town and community members. .5

BROOKHAVEN
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A

22. In 2008, Brookhaven sent out 4 mailings on recycling. Council members will sometimes do 
additional mailings.

.5

23. Only does mailings to businesses on request.  In 2008, Brookhaven mailed information to 20 
businesses.

0

24. Sent out 29 mailings to schools in 2008. .5
25. Ran general ads for the Brookhaven town clean-up. 1
26. All information is located on Brookhaven’s website. 1

Public Incentives

27.

There are 2 locations where residents can pick up a free Curby can once every 2 years.  
Residents must call first & receive a card from the town, then pick up bin at the landfill or at 
town hall.  Brookhaven also allows residents to pick up bins at special community events.  
Wheeled recycling cans are available to handicapped residents.

.5

28.  Mail packets to new homeowners. 1
29. Currently does not have a Pay As You Throw program.  The town has formed an advisory 

committee to explore such a program, called SMART.
0

Business

30. Started putting garbage cans in downtown areas with the hope of installing recycle bins in the 
future.  Twice a year the town holds a paper shredding event for businesses & residents.

0

31. Is in the process of adding an informational section for businesses on Brookhaven’s website, 
but has not done so yet.

0

Schools
32. Encourages schools to recycle & will offer “consulting” guidance to schools. 0

33. Charges a fee: Schools are able to drop off recyclables at the town facility for $12 ton & drop 
off e-waste at the town facility for $80/ton

0

34. There is no section for schools on Brookhavens website. 0
Parks & Public Places

35.  Picks up paper for free at some post office locations.  There are also recycle containers at the 
parks, beaches, train stations, municipal docks & parking lots.

1

36. Has a recycling program for town facilities. 1
37. Does not have a program that assists & works with condos and apartments. 0

Extra Credit
38. 1. Concrete Recycling: crushes concrete & then re-uses the concrete.  2. Brookhaven also has 

a Tire Shredding Program, where the tires are shredded & then used for road base in town 
projects.  3. Fabric Recycling Curbside Program  4. Shrink Wrap Recycling: the town recycles 
shrink wrap from boats & used plastic from greenhouses.  5.  Fish Net Program: Brookhaven 
has partnered with DEC to collect and recycle old fishing line.  6. Freon Recycling Program

5

TOTAL 27.75 points 90%

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper. 2.5

2. Recycles metal, glass & plastics #1 & #2, but not plastics above #2.  The glass is crushed 
on site & then used in drainage projects in East Hampton.

1.5              

STOP Days
3. Has a STOP program. 1
4. Has 4 STOP days a year: 2 in the Spring and two in the Fall. .5
5. Has 2 areas where they collect waste oil year round. .25
6. There are 2 locations, 1 in Montauk and 1 in East Hampton. .5
7. Advertises its STOP days through the newspaper, radio PSAs & East Hampton’s website. .75
8. Has 2 locations to collect car batteries and household batteries in the town. 1

e-Waste Recycling Programs
9. Has an e-waste program 1

10. Has a permanent facility in East Hampton.  The facility is open 7am-5pm,  7 days/week. 1
11. Does not have a curbside e-waste program. 0

Leaf & Grass Clippings
12. Composts leaf & grass waste on site. 1
13. Has a wood chipping program on site. 1
14. The town gets a lot of grass, & has just implemented a fee of $20/ton. 1
15. Does not provide guidance to homeowners to compost at home. 0

16. Residents are allowed take free compost.  East Hampton also provides free compost to 
some of the local towns, but charges landscapers.

1

Public Education Programs
17. Does not set up educational tables at events. 0
18. Did not attend any events in 2008. 0
19. Provides tours of the East Hampton Recycling Facility upon request. .5
20. In 2008, approximately 7 tours were given. .5

21. Has an anti-litter campaign:  commercials on the radio, signage around the town, & also 
educational brochures.

.5

22. Does not do any direct mailing to residents.  East Hampton does offer handouts in the 
lobby of the recycling center.

0

23. Does not have mailings to businesses 0
24. Does not have mailings to schools. 0
25. There were several radio anti-litter ads in 2008. 1

26. There is recycling information on East Hampton’s website, but it has not been updated 
since 2004.

1

Public Incentives

27. East Hampton does not provide bins, nor does it have a curbside program. This question 
is not applicable.

0

28. East Hampton does not mail new homeowners information on recycling. 0

EAST HAMPTON
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29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0

Business

30. East Hampton does accept recyclables from businesses.  The cardboard is free, 
newspaper is $25/ton, mixed paper is $25/ton & garbage is $120/ton.

1

31. The website information on business recycling programs is outdated. .5
Schools

32. East Hampton does not have an active partnership to encourage & assist schools to 
recycle.

0

33. There are 2 schools that drop their recyclables off at the town facility. 1
34. The website information on school recycling programs is outdated. .5

Parks & Public Places

35. East Hampton used to have recycle bins at the beaches, but town representatives were  
not sure if they still have them.

0

36. There is a program for town buildings. 1
37. There is no program for condos, co-ops or apartment developments. 0

Extra Credit
38.

TOTAL 21.5 points 70%

C

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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HEMPSTEAD

What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles everything except paperboard. 2
2. Recycles all commingled containers. 2

STOP Days

3.
Has a STOP program.  Hempstead has also started a new program with Covanta Energy 
to encourage residents to properly dispose of mercury thermometers.  When residents 
bring in a thermometer, they get a $5 gift card.

1

4. Holds a STOP program 10 days a year.  There are 5 events held on Saturdays & 5 events 
held on Sundays.

.5

5. Does not have a permanent facility, but people can drop off Latex paint, tires, motor oil, 
propane tanks, lead & acid batteries (no chemicals) 7 days/week at the Merrick location.

.25

6. There are 8 different locations for the STOP program. .5

7. Uses the website, newspaper 7 direct mailing.  This year, Hempstead also ran radio & TV 
commercials.  

1

8.

Town residents can bring batteries to the STOP program or drop them off at the town 
facility in Merrick.  There are 55-gallon drums at firehouses & boxes at schools & village 
halls to collect these batteries.  Hempstead has collected seven 55-gallon drums in  2009 
to date.

1

e-Waste Recyling Programs

9. Has an e-waste program.  The Town Council member who is sponsoring the program 
sends a letter to the residents letting them know when & where to e-recycle.

1

10.
Does have a permanent facility.  Residents can bring e-waste to the Merrick facility.  The 
facility is open 7 days a week, from 8:30-3:30pm.  Hempstead also worked with 3 schools 
to organize an e-waste recycle day, & the town picked up & recycled the e-waste for free.

1

11. Does not have a curbside program for e-waste. 0
Leaf & Grass Clippings

12. Ensures that the leaves are composted. The vendor composts the leaves.  Half of the 
leaves are sent to N.J. & half of the leaves are sent to Riverhead for composting.

.5

13. No wood chipping program. 0
14. Does not have a "Don't Bag It Policy" for grass clippings. 0
15. Does not provide homeowners guidance to compost at home. 0

16. Does not have the ability to store the compost and therefore does not provide any to 
residents.

0

Public Education Programs
17. Sets up educational tables at community events. .5
18. Attended approximately 15 events in 2008. .5
19. Gives community &               school presentations. .5
20. Gave approximately 35 presentations to schools & community groups. .5

21. Posts "do not litter" signs in locations known for bad littering problems & in key downtown 
locations.  Residents can call the town code enforcement to report litter problems.

.5
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22. Sends out 6 mailings to residents per year. .5
23. Did not send any mailings to businesses. 0

24. Did not send any mailings to schools.  Hempstead contacts the schools directly to explain 
the Hempstead/school partnership program.

.5

25. Hempstead did not have general recycling public educational ads. 0
26. All recycling information is posted on the website. 1

Public Incentives
27. Residents can pick up recycling bins at the Merrick facility. 0
28. Mails new homeowners informational packets on recycling. 1
29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0

Business

30.
Picks up cardboard & paper from businesses in Bellmore, Seaford & Wantagh.  This 
began as a pilot project, & the Hempstead is looking to expand the program.  Hempstead  
also picks up bulk metal from businesses.

1

31. Does not have a section on their website for businesses. 0
Schools

32. Provides free pick-up of recyclables to schools that purchase a 96 gallon can.  To date 
the town has 61 schools participating.

1

33. Schools are allowed to drop off recyclables for free at town facilities. 1
34. There is no section on the website for schools. 0

Parks & Public Places

35. Has containers at parks, beaches & train stations.Hempstead does not have bins at town 
parking lots  

.75

36. Has a program for town facilities. 1

37. Picks up recyclables from condos for free if the  development purchases a container form 
the town.

1

Extra Credit

38.

1. Sharps Program: residents that need to use needles can get free containers from the 
town for needle disposal.  2. Recycling Education Center: the town is opening a recycling 
education center for kids, which will be located in Merrick.  The facility will be open to 
schools & members of the public.  3. New mercury recycling program with Covanta.  4. 
Concrete Recycling: all of the town’s concrete is crushed, recycled into new concrete & 
then offered back to the town for town projects. 5. School e-waste recycling program.  

5

TOTAL 27 points 87%

B+

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper products. 2.5
2. Recycles all commingled products. 2

STOP Days
3. Does have a STOP program. 1

4. Accepts household hazardous materials 52 days/year at the Town Recycling Center.  The 
Recycling Center is open every Saturday 8am-4pm.

.5

5. Has a permanent facility. .5

6.
Has 1 permanent location.  Huntington also accepts STOP material at a few key 
community events.  In 2009 residents were able to bring STOP material to the town Earth 
Day event.

.5

7. Uses Huntington’s website, the newspaper, radio PSAs & direct mailing to advertise the 
STOP program to residents.

1

8.

Has a unique program for battery recycling.  Residents can place all non-automotive 
batteries in a Ziploc bag or a town issued battery bag & place it atop their recycling bin.  
The batteries get picked up curbside with the recyclables.  Residents can also bring them 
to drop-off locations at libraries, fire stations & town hall.  

1

e-Waste Recyling
9. Does have an e-waste program. 1

10.

Has a permanent facility.  It is open Tuesday - Saturday from 8am-4pm.Residents can 
also drop off at community events such as Earth Day. The town also takes e-waste from 
businesses and schools free of charge, but businesses need to drop it off at the community 
events, not at the facility.  Schools need to call in advance to make sure there is manpower 
to handle their load. 

1

11. Does not have a curbside e-waste program. Huntington is concerned about identify theft 
issues.

0

Leaf & Grass Clippings
12. A vendor (Omni) composts leaf waste outside of NY. .5

13. The vendor is responsible for the wood chipping program.  Trees that fall on the roads are 
cleaned up & chipped by the highway department. The chips are available to the public.  

.75

14. Has a "Don't Bag It Policy" & will not accept grass at the curb.  Residents can bring grass 
clippings to the town recycling center & will be charged $1.50 a bag.

1

15. Does offer guidance for homeowners to compost.  There is a "how to" section in the town 
calendar. Huntington also includes this information in its summer lecture series.

.5

16. The vendor provides compost back to the town and the town offers it to residents for free. 1
Public Education Programs

17. Seta up educational tables at community events. .5
18. Attended approximately 5 to 8 events in 2008. .5
19. Gives community & school presentations. .5
20. Gave approximately 12 presentations.  (2/month from October through April) .5

21.
Does have an anti-litter campaign.   Often members of the Council will host local clean-
ups.  Residents can call the highway hotline for information {(631) 499-0444}.  Huntington 
regularly picks up litter on Pulaski Road where the garbage trucks travel.

.5

HUNTINGTON
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22.
Sent out 1 blanket mailing of the town calendar.  There was a new resident mailing to 
1,200 residents. They received the calendar, a letter, a battery bag & a recycling sticker for 
a barrel.

.5

23. There was 1 mailing to businesses, in conjunction with the Business Improvement District. .5

24.
There were 3 mailings to the schools.  In 2008, the Town Supervisor set up quarterly 
meetings involving all 9 school districts called Shared Resource Meetings.   Attendees 
discuss a variety of issues, including recycling.

.5

25. Does not do general recycling educational ads. 0

26. All information is located on Huntington’s website.  However, CCE found it hard to locate 
the site and it wasn't  comprehensive.

1

Public Incentives

27. Stickers can be put on any container that is rigid and has handles.  Residents can get 
stickers at all libraries, the recycling center or Town Hall.

.5

28. Packets are mailed to new homeowners.  The packet includes a letter, a town calendar, a 
sticker, a battery bag, & literature on the do's and don'ts of recycling.

1

29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0
Business

30. There is curbside pick-up for businesses in the refuse district on the "Night route". 1
31. There is no section on the town website for businesses. 0

Schools

32. Huntington has a partnership with schools to recycle.  Currently 42 out of 60 schools 
participate.  

1

33.

Huntington picks up paper from schools once a week. There is a pilot program with the Dix 
Hills School District to pick up bottles and cans.  The town gives stickers for containers, 
then retrieves containers from 1 or 2 pick-up points once a week.  The Town has deployed 
an additional truck to meet the need.    

1

34. There is no section on Huntington’s website for schools. 0
Parks & Public Places

35. Huntington recently put recycle bins at the town beaches. .25
36. Does have a recycling program for town buildings. 1

37.

If the condo/apartment complex is in the refuse district or if the complex has curbside 
access, Huntington will pick up recyclables.  If the complex uses a carter, the carter should 
offer recycling, but the homeowners must pay for the service.  There are Town Code issues 
involving pick-up locations & other logistical challenges such as truck access to these 
complexes.

1

Extra Credit 4

38.

1. Huntington started a mercury thermometer recycling in conjunction with Covanta.  
Town residents get a $5 gift card to Home Depot or Lowes when they bring in a mercury 
thermometer.  2. Huntington developed bi-lingual educational materials.  3. The town 
provides free e-waste recycling to the schools.  4.The town provides free e-waste recycling 
& paper shredding to  businesses.

TOTAL 30.5 points 98%

A+

Great job, Huntington!

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19



2009  Recycling               Report Card
TOWN

30

2009  Recycling               Report Card

What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper. 2

2. Recycles all commingled.  Islip does not promote plastics above #2, because it is hard 
to market.

2

STOP Days
3. Does have a STOP program.  The program accepts medications that are non-narcotic. 1.25

4. Has 2 STOP days a year: 1 is the spring and one in the fall.  In addition,Islip has just 
opened a permanent facility.

.5

5. As of 1/1/09, Islip has a permanent facility, located on Lincoln Ave in Holbrook.  .5
6. Has 1 facility, the Lincoln Ave. recycling facility.  0

7.
Islip has the radio station B103 at  STOP events.  The town also runs radio ads & 
PSAs, & advertises on the town website, the local newspaper & through a direct 
mailing. The town spent $40,000 on ads & has seen the program continue to grow.

1

8.
Battery containers are available at schools, community centers & fire houses.  There 
are 3-4 locations for bins/barrels for small batteries.  In 2008, 6,320 lbs. of small 
batteries were recycled.

1

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Has an e-waste program. 1

10.
Has a permanent drop-off facility, open Mon.-Fri. 8am-2:45pm.  There are also drop-
off bins at town hall and the animal shelter.  Islip takes anything with a plug, not just 
computers.

1

11.
Has a curbside e-waste program, launched 10/08, on the last Wednesday of each 
month.  Islip airs PSAs.  Islip also accepts e-waste from business for 10cents/pound to 
cover costs.

.5

Leaf & Grass Clippings
12. Has an in-house composting program. 1
13. Has a wood chipping program. 1

14.
Has a "Don't Bag It" policy which it advertises on its website.  There was a mass 
mailing in 2007.  There is also a video available at local libraries for residents.  If 
residents bag it, they may get a warning.

1

15. Developed a "how to" guide available to homeowners. .5

16. Provides free compost to residents.  There are 3 satellite locations where residents can 
pick it up.  CCE was given samples at the interview.

1

Public Education Programs
17. Sets up tabling events as often as possible. .5
18. Attended approximately 6 events in 2008. .5
19. Gives community & school presentations .5
20. Gave 20 school presentations & over a dozen community presentations. .5
21. Has an anti-litter program through the Dept. of Public Works. .5
22. Sends out approximately 6 mailings to residents yearly. .5
23. Mails letters to carters telling them they have to recycle. 0

24. Has been reaching out to schools for a long time but feels the schools have not been 
doing their part.

.5

ISLIP
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25. Runs radio ads on recycling. 1

26. All information is located on Islip’s website.  However, CCE found it was not easy to 
locate.

1

Public Incentives
27. Will provide residents with 2 or 3 bins/year.  They are available at 3 locations. .5
28. Mails new homeowners information on recycling. 1
29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0

Business

30. Has initiated a pilot program placing bins in the downtown areas of Sayville, Islip & Bay 
Shore.

1

31. Does not have an informational section on their website. 0
Schools

32. Has begun a partnership with schools.  3 schools are participating.  The town charges 
a $45 flat pick up fee for schools.

1

33. Does allow schools to drop off recyclables for free. 1
34. Does not have a recycling section on their websites for schools. 0

Parks & Public Places
35. Islip is beginning to put bins in parks & around the town facilities. .5

36.
Has a comprehensive program to recycle in the town facilities.  Every employee 
is issued a recycling bin & a trash bin.  The trash bin is purposely smaller than the 
recycling bin.  There is janitorial training & follow-up to ensure everyone is participating.

1

37. Does not have a program for condo/apartment complexes.  The commercial haulers 
handle it.

0

Extra Credit

38.

1. In 2008, Islip developed bilingual recycling educational materials.  2. The town is 
looking to partner and increase recycling at local libraries   3. Islip provides multiple 
locations for residents to pick up compost.

3

TOTAL 29.75 points 96%

A+

Way to go
, Islip!

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19

“In 2008, 6,320 lbs. of small 
batteries were recycled.”

“Islip takes anything with a plug, 
not just computers.”
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Collects all paper. 2.5

2.
Recycles metal, glass, & plastic #1 & #2.  Currently, North Hempstead does not accept plastics above 
#2, but it is in discussions with the vendor to change that.  Right now the vendor would lose money on 
anything above #2, but the town is willing to pay more for the vendor to accept the plastics. 

1.5

STOP Days

3.
Has a STOP program.  In 2009, North Hempstead accepted all medications, including narcotics.  The 
town worked with the local police & the Department of Health to allow it to accept narcotics.  The town 
also needed to obtain a special permit.

1.5

4. Has 4 STOP days. .5
5. Does not have a permanent facility. 0
6. Holds the STOP days in 2 separate locations. .5

7.
Uses its website, newspapers, PSAs & direct mailings to advertise for the STOP program.  North 
Hempstead has its own station on local Channel 18 where announcements are run. The town also runs 
messages on its 311 line.

1

8. Accepts all batteries at the STOP program & on Sundays at the resident drop-off location.  Some of the 
town facilities have additional drop-off locations

1

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Has an e-waste recycling program. 1

10.

Every Sunday residents can drop off e-waste at the resident drop-off point.  North Hempstead also 
has a drop-off at the annual Eco-fest.  The town has developed a partnership with schools.  The town 
will provide a bin to the schools where residents, as well as the school, can properly dispose of their 
e-waste.  North Hempstead will then remove the bin.

1

11. Does not have a curbside recycling program. 0
Leaf & Grass Clippings

12.

Has developed a pilot program to compost a portion of its leaf waste.  North Hempstead will compost 
3,000 cubic yards at the transfer station.  This compost will then be used on town-owned lands.  
Currently the town pays to get rid of leaf waste and then pays to buy compost.  This new program will 
save the town money.

.5

13. Has a wood chipping program 1
14. Does not have a program to encourage residents to leave grass clippings on the lawn. 0
15. Provides education programs at Clark Gardens and on the town-owned TV channel. .5
16. Provides free compost through its program at Clark Gardens. 1

Public Education Programs
17. Sets up educational tables at community events. .5
18. In 2008, North Hempstead did approximatly 400 events. .5
19. Gives presentations for community groups and schools. .5

20. Gave approximately 100 presentations.  North Hempstead reached over 4,000 students during the 
2008-2009 school year.

.5

21.
In 2008, North Hempstead ran the "Summer of Clean" Program.  In 2007 the town picked up 35,000 lbs. 
of litter.  "The Green Team" is assigned to pick up litter in the town.  Residents are encouraged to report 
litter using the 311 hotline.  There is also signage throughout the town.

.5

22. Sent out 3 mailings to the town residents and the carting company did 1 mailing. .5
23. Sent out 5 mailings to businesses from the carting company. 0

NORTH HEMPSTEAD
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24. In 2008, mailed out hundreds of mailings to the schools, as North Hempstead was launching its new 
partnership with the schools.

.5

25. There were ads on 2 public access TV channels. 1
26. All of the information is located on North Hempstead’s website. 1

Public Incentives

27. Provides 3 locations in town where residents can pick up new bins.  North Hempstead also delivers bins 
upon request.

.5

28. Mails information on recycling to new homeowners. 1
29. Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0

Business

30.

Has started a "Green Zone" program in Port Washington where the town picks up the garbage & 
recyclables.  North Hempstead is also looking into establishing a program with businesses through its 
Flo Control Law.  This law allows the town to control all garbage movement in town.  There are also 
plans to hire inspectors to go to  businesses & ensure they are recycling.

1

31. Has an informational section on its website.  The town also runs green seminars geared for businesses. .5
Schools

32. Has launched the most comprehensive school-town recycling partnership.  8 school districts, with a total 
of 45 schools, within the town are participating.

1

33. Schools that participate in the town partnership can drop off recyclables for free at the town facility. 1
34. Has a section on its website for schools, called the Teacher's Corner. .5

Parks & Public Places

35.
Has bins at all of these locations.  Bins are also found on golf courses.  In 2009, North Hempstead 
added bins at the train stations.  The town partners with the LIRR to have bins located on train 
platforms.

1

36. In 2008, North Hempstead started an Employee Recycling Program. 1
37. Is looking into an apartment/condo program through its Flo Control Legislation. 0

Extra Credit

38.

1.North Hempstead is reaching out to private schools to form a recycling partnerships.  2. The town has 
implemeted the Green Patch Program.  This program recycles asphalt in town.  3. North Hempstead 
has given schools scales, so they can weigh their recycables & have friendly competitions.  4. School 
e-waste Recycling: The town sets up a container at the school where residents can bring their e-waste 
to recycle & the schools can recycle their e-waste as well.   

4

TOTAL 30.5 points 98%

A+

Excellen
t job, 

North Hempstead!

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score

1.
Recycles newspaper, magazine inserts, white paper & paperboard.  Oyster Bay does 
not pick up corrugated cardboard from residents, but had a pilot program for picking up 
corrugated cardboard from businesses.  Oyster Bay is looking into expanding this pilot.

2

2.
Recycles everything.  If residents put plastics above #2 in their pail, the town sends it 
to Brookhaven with the rest of the recyclables.  If there is a market, Brookhaven will 
recycle it.

2

STOP Days

3. Does have a STOP program.  Oyster Bay is in discussions to host a drop-off day for 
narcotics & pharmaceuticals.

1

4. The program is available 8 days per year, once a month from April to November. There 
are Saturdays & Sundays available.

0.5

5. Does not have a permanent facility.  Oyster Bay does have a permanent drop-off for 
e-waste, latex paint & waste oil.

0.25

6. The STOP program is held at 6 different locations. 0.5

7. Advertises through the website, direct mailing, the town newsletter, the newspaper & it  
also has a recording on their call processing system.

1

8. All batteries can be brought to the STOP program. Alkaline batteries are enouraged to 
be thrown out.

0.5

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Has an e-waste program 1

10. A permanent facility is located in Old Bethpage.  Facility is open Monday-Friday 7am-
2:30pm.  Residents can also bring e-waste to the STOP program.

1

11.
Conducted a pilot program in the fall of 2008, where they picked 6 routes that collected 
e-waste curbside.  The e-waste was collected with bulk items.  The pilot has ended & 
the town is unsure whether to expand it.

0.25

Leaf & Grass Clippings

12. The leaf waste goes to the vendor LI Compost & they are responsible for composting 
leaf & grass waste.

0.5

13. Has an active tree trimming program where it chips up the branches & offers the wood 
chips to the public.

1

14. Encourages people to leave grass clippings on their lawn. However they still pick them 
up curbside.

0

15. Does have a composting brochure for residents. 0.5

16. The vendor offers 10% of the compost back to the town, which is then made available to 
residents for free.

1

Public Education Programs
17. Sets up educational tables at community events 0.5
18. In 2008, Oyster Bay did approximately 15 events. 0.5
19. Gives school presentations & gives out pencils made of recyclable material. 0.5
20. In 2008, gave 62 schools presentations 3 to community group presentations. 0.5
21. Has anti-litter signs posted. 0.5

OYSTER BAY
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22. In 2008, there were 3 mailings to residents involving the town calendar & the STOP 
program. The 3rd mailing went to residents that were part of the e-waste pilot program.

0.5

23. The town calendar was mailed to the businesses involved in the town recycling program. 0.5

24.
In 2008, Oyster Bay sent out 2 mailings to the schools. There was 1 mailing on the DEC 
poster contest & a 2nd mailing that stated a town representative was available for school 
presentations.

0.5

25. There were no general ads in 2008. 0

26. All recycling information is found on Oyster Bay’s website. 1

Public Incentives
27.
28. Delivers bins to residents requesting them. 0.5
29. New homeowners are sent an informational packet. 1

Business Does not have a Pay As You Throw program. 0
30.

31.
The program is available in the downtown communities of Farmingdale, Hicksville, & 
Locust Valley.  If businesses are able to put the recyclables at the curb, the town will pick 
them up for free.

1

Schools There is no information on the Oyster Bay’s website for businesses. 0
32.

33. Provides free pails to the schools & will pick up recyclables from the school.  Oyster Bay 
is unsure what the participation is.

1

34. There is no drop-off available, however the town will pick up for free at the schools. 1
Parks & Public Places There is no information on the Oyster Bay’s website for schools. 0

35.
36. Has containers at all of the sites 1
37. There is a program for town buildings. 1

Extra Credit Will work with condos & apartments on a case-by-case basis.  Some will be given 
recycling pails & others will be given recycle igloos.

1

38.
1. Has a freon recycling program  2.  Oyster Bay gave out cloth shopping bags to 
residents. 

2

TOTAL 27.5 points 89%

B+

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper products. 2.5
2. Recycles all commingled products. 2

STOP Days
3. Has a STOP program 1
4. The program is available 2 days a year. Once in the spring & once in the fall. 0

5. Does not have a permanent STOP facility.  In 2009, Riverhead established a permanent 
drop-off for waste oil.

0.25

6. Has 1 location for its STOP program. 0
7. The program is advertised on the website, newspaper & local TV Channel 22. 0.75

8. There are containers at town hall & the police department for residents to drop-off 
batteries.  All batteries are also taken at STOP program.

1

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Has an e-waste recycling program. 1

10.
Does not have a permanent facility.  Residents can bring e-waste twice a year to the 
STOP program.  Riverhead is looking to establish a permanent facility for e-waste and 
CFLs.  

0

11. Does not have a curbside e-waste program. 0
Leaf & Grass Clippings

12. Does not have an in-house composting program.  The carter handles & composts yard 
debris.

0.5

13. Does not have a wood chipping program. 0
14. Does not pick up grass clippings from residents. 1
15. Riverhead is looking to develop some information in an upcoming pamphlet. 0
16. Does not provide free compost or mulch to residents. 0

Public Education Programs
17. Does not set up educational tables at community events. 0
18. Did not attend events in 2008. 0
19. Gives presentations upon request. 0.5
20. In 2008, Riverhead did 1 presentation to the Aquebogue school. 0

21.
Has a campaign to get fast-food restaurants to put up signs encouraging people not to 
litter.  Riverhead also gets civic organization to participate in clean-ups.  The town is 
also implementing an "Adopt a Highway" program.

0.5

22. The town does 1 mailing: a recycling calendar with a letter from the Town Supervisor. 0.5

23. Does not send out direct mailings to business. But town ordinance mandates that 
businesses recycle.

0

24. Did not send out mailings to schools on recycling.  0
25. Recently started advertising on  Channel 22. 1
26. Has all recycling information located on the website. 1

RIVERHEAD



2009  Recycling               Report Card2009  Recycling               Report Card
GRADE

37

Public Incentives

27. Has 1 location for residents to pick up bins.  The 1st time it’s free to new residents & 
then they can buy another bin or can use their own container.

.5

28. Informational packets are mailed to new homeowners. They include the trash schedule, 
the STOP schedule & information on the yard waste program

1

29. Does not have a “Pay As You Throw” program. 0
Business

30. There are no programs that work with businesses to recycle. 0
31. Riverhead’s website has no recycling information for businesses. 0

Schools

32. Does not partner with schools, but the solid waste committee is interested & looking 
into it.

0

33. Does not have a facility for drop-off.  Carters handle everything. 0
34. Riverhead’s website has no recycling information for schools. 0

Parks & Public Places

35. Has recycling bins at 2 beaches.  Riverhead does not want to expand the program for 
fear of vandalism.

.25

36. There is a paper recycling program in the town buildings, but nothing for water bottles 
or soda cans.  Riverhead is looking to start recycling water bottles in 1 department.

.5

37. Everything is handled through the carters. 0
Extra Credit

38.

1. This year’s Riverhead Recycles Day will push the use of reusable bags.  This will 
include an education program to get residents to use reusable bags. 2. The town has 
established an “asphalt recycling” program where old asphalt & sidewalk is ground up & 
recycled.

2

TOTAL 17.75 points 57%

F

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score

1. Recycles all paper.  During the interview, Smithtown said they recycle paperboard, however all materials claim they do 
not.

2

2.

Recycles all commingled. The market for glass is difficult.  Smithtown uses the glass for drainage aggregate & landfill 
venting and capping.  Smithtown also offers the glass to contractors for free.  The town also does not advertise 
recycling above plastics #1 & #2, but if residents put it in recycling bin, the town will recycle it.  Smithtown has extra 
storage room & is able to store recycables until a market is found.

2

STOP Days
3. Scheduled a October 3, 2009 STOP day.  1
4. The program will be available once in the fall of 2009. 0

5. Has a permanent drop-off facility at the municipal services facilities in King Park for motor oil, anti-freeze, batteries & 
CFLs, Monday thru Saturday between 7am and 3:30pm.  The town can not accept chemicals here. 

0.25

6. The STOP program will be held in only one location. 0

7. Plans on advertising for the STOP day through its website, local radio station, WMJC & its local town TV outlet, 
Channel 18, as well as running newspaper ads. 

1

8. Recycles all batteries.  There are drop-off boxes located at town buildings. 1
e-Waste Recyling Programs

9. Has an e-waste recyling program. 1

10. Has a permanent facility.  Residents can bring e-waste to the Municipal Service Facilities, located in Kings Park.  Drop-
off is available Monday thru Saturday, 7:00am -3:30pm

1

11. Has offered curbside recycling of monitors & towers since 2004.  Residents must call the town and arrange a pick-up 
date.  The Smithtown is looking into accepting TVs in 2010.

0.5

Leaf & Grass Clippings

12.

Has a "leaf recycling program" launched in 2008.  There is a pilot program involving 1200 homes where Smithtown 
supplies homeowners with paper bags. The leaves are ground up & mixed with wood to form a compost / leaf mulch.  
This mulch is bagged & available free to Smithtown residents.  The remainder leaf waste is shipped & composted in 
Pennsylvania.

0.5

13. Chips up branches & Christmas trees.  Smithtown bags wood chips and offers them free to residents. 1
14. Does not pick up grass clippings.  The "Don't Bag It Policy" began in 1991. 1

15. Sends out a mailing to residents on instructions how to compost. Smithtown also has a composting display at 
environmental events.

0.5

16. Provides free bagged compost and wood chips to residents. 1
Public Education Programs

17. Participates in school fairs, Earth Day events & community events upon request. 0.5
18. In 2008, Smithtown held approximately 6 events. 0.5
19. Gives presentations to Garden Clubs, LWV, Library groups & local hospitals. 0.5
20. In 2008, gave approximately 6 to 8 presentations.. 0.5

21. Residents can report litter by calling the town at 631-360-7550.  There are a few signs in the town parks, encouraging 
residents not to litter.  Smithtown does not believe in over-signage.

0.5

22. Smithtown sends out one mailing every year to residents, which includes a recycling calendar & guidelines.  The town 
prefers to advertise through public access TV & radio.

0.5

23. Has a business waste generation fee program.  Businesses are billed 4 times a year, based on the amount of garbage 
they produce.  Each bill includes excellent tips on how businesses can reduce garbage.

0.25

SMITHTOWN



2009  Recycling               Report Card2009  Recycling               Report Card
GRADE

39

24. Sent letters to school superintendants offering help in setting up recycling programs. 0.5

25.
Frequently airs radio PSAs & short educational videos on the benefits of recycling.  Most recently there was a 
25-minute TV show on general recycling shot at the Smithtown municipal facility.  Smithtown is currently working on a 
new video detailing what happens to resident garbage.    

1

26. All information is located on the town website. 1
Public Incentives

27. There is 1 location where residents can buy recycling bins.  Residents are also offered a free sticker to put on any 
container they choose.  Smithtown will mail the sticker upon request.

0.5

28. Offers new homeowner packets, but they must be picked up from the Town Clerk's office.  The town does not mail 
them.

0

29. Does not have a “Pay As You Throw” program for residents.  There is a Business Waste Generation Fee program. 0
Business

30.

Smithtown has a Business Waste Generation Fee.  All businesses are charged a fee based on the amount of garbage 
they produce.  The more garbage, the higher the fee.  In return, businesses are allowed to bring their garbage to the 
Covanta waste-to-energy facility in the town.  Businesses are also allowed to drop off recyclables for free at the town 
facility.  The town also employs inspectors to check up on businesses to ensure they are recycling.  Businesses are 
fined if they do not recycle.

1

31. Sends out mailings to businesses, & multiple inspectors have direct contact with businesses.  However, Smithtown 
does not post any information on its website.

0

Schools

32. Has sent letters to school superintendents offering to help set up recycling programs.  Kings Park is currently the only 
school participating.  The town will accept recyclables for free but can not pick up the recyclables.

1

33. Schools are able to drop off recycables for free at town facility. 1
34. Does not have a section on their website for schools. 0

Parks & Public Places
35. Has recycling bins at most town facilities but not train stations. 0.75
36. Has a program for town facilities. 1

37.
Smithtown has been actively pursuing apartments & co-ops, encouraging them to meet town officials to help establish 
recycling programs.  The town will take the recyclables for free, as long as the complex arranges delivery to the town 
facility.  Several multi-family establishments are already participating. 

1

Extra Credit

38.

1. Smithtown has initiated a mercury recycling incentive program with Covanta.  The program encourages residents to 
recycle mercury thermostats.  In exchange for the thermostat, the residents are given a to-be-determined incentive.  2. 
The town has developed a freon recovery program.  When old appliances with freon are brought to the town facility, the 
freon is recovered & recycled.    

2

TOTAL 27.75 points 90%

A

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper. 2.5

2. Recycles all commingled.  They are sent to Brookhaven.  Brookhaven recycles plastic above #2 when there 
is a market.

2

STOP Days
3. Does have a STOP program. 1
4. The STOP program is held 4 days a year, in June, July, August & October. 0.5
5. Does not have a permanent facility. 0
6. There are 4 different locations for the STOP program. 0.5
7. The town advertises the STOP program through the website, newspaper & radio PSAs. 0.75
8. Does not collect alkaline batteries.  All other batteries can be brought to the STOP day. 0.5

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Does have an e-waste program. 1

10. Has 2 permanent drop-off locations: North Sea & the Hampton Bays. 1
11. Has no curbside e-waste recycling. 0

Leaf & Grass Clippings

12. Has 3 sites where it composts leaf waste.  Southampton then sells unscreened compost to a vendor. The 
vendor then screens the compost & markets it.

1

13. Does have a wood chipping program. 1
14. Refuses to take grass clippings. 1
15. There is information on the Southampton’s website. The town used to sell home composters to residents. 0.5

16. Residents are free to take what they want from the unscreened compost piles. 1
Public Education Programs

17. Does not set up educational tables. 0
18. Did not do any events in 2008. 0
19. Gives on-site presentations and tours of the facility. 0.5
20. In 2008, Southampton did approximately 10 tours. 0.5

21. Sponsors a “Great East End Clean-Up,” where once a year communities clean up areas of their 
neighborhood.  All the refuse brought to the town facilities is disposed of for free.

0.5

22. Does not do any direct mailings because they are expensive.  There are approximately 60,000 full time 
residents & approximately 200,000 summer residents.

0

23. Did not send out any mailings to businesses. 0
24. Did not send out any direct mailings to schools. 0
25. There were radio and newspaper ads on yard waste & Christmas tree recycling. 1

26.
All information is located on the website, which was updated in 2009, there are no printed materials.  
Southampton only has a staff of 3 and must operate self-sufficiently with revenue from the “Pay As You 
Throw” program.

1

Public Incentives
27. The town does not have bins. This question is not applicable. 0
28. Does not mail out packets to new homeowners.  All information is on the website and new homeowners can 

call to speak with someone.
0

SOUTHAMPTON
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29. Has a Pay As You Throw program.  Large bags are $2.90 (30 gallon) & small bags are $1.75 (15 gallon).  If 
the resident uses a carting company, they do not have to participate in the program. 

1

Business

30. Does not accept waste from the business community and has no programs to work with businesses to 
recycle .

0

31. There is no section on the Southampton’s website for businesses 0
Schools

32. Schools are able to bring paper to the town facilities.  The custodians usually make the drop-off. 0
33. The school is able to drop off recyclables for free at the town facility. 1
34. Does not have a recycling section on the website for schools. 0

Parks & Public Places
35. There are no recycle containers at any of the locations. 0
36. Has a program for paper only in the town facilities. 0.5
37. Does not have a program for apartment buildings & condos, which fall under commercial. 0

Extra Credit

38. 1. Southampton provides several locations where residents are able to drop off their recycables.  2. The 
town has 2 permanent e-waste recycling facilities

2

TOTAL 22.25 points 72.95%

C

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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What does the town recycle? Response Score
1. Recycles all paper. 2.5

2.
Recycles all metal, glass bottles & plastics.  Southold stockpiles glass & has a machine to grind it fine like 
sand.  A company in Florida is explorinig ways to use this byproduct in making structural concrete.  The 
rest of the commingled is sent to Omni.

2

STOP Days
3. Has a STOP program 1

4. Allots 2 days for the STOP program.  Residents had 4 days until this year.  Budget shortfalls for waste 
management have curtailed the program.

0

5. Accepts waste motor oil, cooking oil, & car batteries free of charge year-round. .25
6. Has 1 location for the STOP day 0
7. Advertises STOP in newspapers & radio PSAs & on its website. .75

8. All batteries are accepted at the town facility.  Post offices, firehouses & hardware store are other 
collection points.

1

e-Waste Recyling Programs
9. Has an e-waste recycling program. 1
10. Provides a permanent drop-off location at the Southold transfer facility. 1
11. Does not have a curbside program. 0

Leaf & Grass Clippings
12. Has a large composting operation at its facility. 1
13. Has a wood chipping program on site.  1

14. Residents pay to dispose of grass like they do for garbage.  Since the town started assessing a fee, loads 
have decreased from 1,100 tons/year to 150 tons/year.  

1

15. Does not provide homeowners with guidance on composting. 0

16. Residents can pick up to 500 lbs. of free compost per person per year.  The town sells compost for $15/
yard & woodchip mulch for $9/yard to businesses & farms.

1

Public Education Programs

17. Southold tries to have a recycling presence at the Strawberry Festival & the Maritime Festival, but it is not 
a regular practice.  It is looking into getting a mobile recycling unit to bring to festivals.

.5

18. In 2008, Southold did not attend any events 0
19. Gives tours of its facility & provides speakers to chambers of commerce. .5
20. Gave 6 presentations to scout & school groups & 1 presentation to the chamber of commerce. .5

21. Has an anti-litter campaign, called the "Community Pride Program".  Residents drop off garbage collected 
during "cleanup days" free of charge.

.5

22. Does not send out direct mailings to residents. 0
23. Does not send out direct mailings to businesses. 0
24. Does not send out direct mailings to schools. 0
25. Runs occasional ads in the newspaper on composting and recycling. 1
26. All recycling information is found on the Southold’s website. 1

SOUTHOLD
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Public Incentives
27. Does not have a program that picks up recycables from the curb. This question is not applicable. 0
28. Southold does not mail informational packets to new homeowners. 0

29.
The town has had a Pay As You Throw program in place since 1994.  During its first year, there was nearly 
a 100% increase in recycling.  Bags cost: .75 for 16 gallon, $1.50 for 36 gallon and $2.25 for 56 gallon 
bag.  

1

Business

30. Businesses are allowed to use the town facility.  The town has lowered commercial garbage rates from 
$130/ton to $95/ton.  A new category, clean wood, is charged at $30/ton.  Recycling is free for businesses.

1

31. Southold does not have a section on the website for businesses. 0
Schools

32. Southold has an active partnership with schools.  Greenport schools have paper containers/bins in all 
school classes.

1

33. Schools are allowed to drop off recyclables for free at town facilities.  Southold gets a credit/rebate for 
paper brought to facility.  

1

34. There is no information on Southold’s website for school. 0
Parks & Public Places

35. Southold no longer provides recycle containers at parks, beaches, train stations and parking lots. 0
36. Southold has a program for town buildings. 1

37. All apartment/condo/co-op residents can bring recyclables to the facility for free.  The town code says 
residents must recycle.

1

Extra Credit

38.
1. Southold has recently added an educational kiosk in the heart of the town facility.  2. The town started a 
program where it collects and recycles boat shrink wrap for free. 3.Southold is starting to bag compost for 
residents at a nominal fee.

3

TOTAL 26.5 points 87%
 

B+

Grading scale and point system can be found on pages 18-19
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