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2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 

Citizens Campaign Fund for the Environment (CCFE) continued to expand our activities 

designed to provide research and education to support our sister organization Citizens 

Campaign for the Environment (CCFE) and advance environmental and public health 

protection. CCFE continued to positively impact communities in 2017.   

 

CCFE areas of program activity are divided into five groups. They address: 

 

 Water Resources 

 Environmental Education & Events 

 Energy Education 

 Solid Waste Management 

 Environmental and Public Health Research  
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WATER RESOURCES 
 

Water is essential to a prosperous and safe community.  CCFE is involved in efforts designed to 

improve and protect water resources in New York, Connecticut and the nation. 

 

The Great Lakes  

Protecting, restoring and improving the Great Lakes, the largest freshwater ecosystem on the 

globe, is a core program area for CCFE.  CCFE actively works throughout New York as state 

lead of the New York Healing Our Waters (HOW) Coalition.  CCFE’s Great Lakes campaign 

benefits the health and welfare of all NYS’s residents that rely on the Great Lakes for drinking 

water, recreation, and a healthy economy.  This includes sixteen percent of NY’s population that 

live in the fifteen counties that surround that Great Lakes.  Forty percent of New York State’s 

land mass is wholly contained in the Great Lakes basin. 

 

CCFE champions a number of initiatives to protect water quality and quantity.  Highlights of 

CCFE’s work in 2017 to protect and restore the Great Lakes include: 

 

Great Lakes Public and Stakeholder Education 

CCFE facilitated events throughout the year to educate various stakeholders about important 

issues related to the Great Lakes: 

 CCFE conducted a broad, grassroots campaign to educate the public about the threats 

facing the health of the Great Lakes, and the solutions needed to protect and restore the 

lakes. CCFE generated over 34,160 letters from members of the public and over 72,680 

New York and Connecticut residents signed petitions calling for a fully funded EPA and 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

 CCFE provided a presentation on water conservation in the Great Lakes to 75 middle 

school students, highlighting the actions students could make in their everyday lives to 

protect Great Lakes water quantity.  

 CCFE worked with local organizations in Western New York to organize a forum on the 

threat of plastic pollution in the Great Lakes, which was attended by over 60 members of 

the public. 

 

Fly-in to Washington DC to Educate Policymakers 

about the Benefits of Great Lakes restoration.  CCFE 

recruited and joined with environmentalists, local 

business leaders, restoration project implementers to 

travel to Washington D.C. twice in 2017 to educate 

members of Congress about the environmental and 

economic importance of restoring the Great Lakes. 

 

13
th

 Annual Healing Our Waters Coalition Conference 

in Buffalo, NY.  CCFE was a key partner in helping 

organize and participate in the Healing Our Waters 

(HOW) Great Lakes Restoration Conference, which was 
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CCFE’s Brian Smith spoke on a panel at the Healing 

our Waters Conference. 

held in Buffalo, NY in October of 2017. Great 

Lakes advocates from all eight Great Lakes states, 

as well as Canada, joined in Buffalo to strategize 

on Great Lakes restoration activities. CCFE led a 

session showcasing New York State's historic 

investment in upgrading its wastewater and 

drinking water infrastructure  

 

Implementation of New York’s Great Lakes 

Action Agenda (GLAA) 

CCFE worked throughout 2017 to raise the 

profile of the GLAA and work toward its 

implementation. CCFE joined with Great Lakes 

stakeholders in a first-of-its-kind, basin-wide 

partnership to advance key priorities for New York's Great Lakes basin, as identified in the 

GLAA.  CCFE participated in a series of GLAA stakeholder roundtables held by the NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), in order to identify key Great Lakes 

restoration priorities, while ensuring that stakeholders are coordinating restoration efforts.   

 

Implementation of the Great Lakes Compact. Ratified in 2008, the Compact specifies how each 

Great Lakes state will act to protect Great Lakes water quantity, and prohibits diversions outside 

of the basin.  In 2017, CCFE continued to work with New York State agencies to ensure that this 

historic agreement is implemented effectively in NYS.  

Onondaga Lake Watershed  
Onondaga Lake Superfund Remediation. CCFE is an active stakeholder in the New York State 

led, Onondaga Lake Bottom Federal Superfund site, in which Honeywell is the Principle 

Responsible Party. Ongoing and meaningful citizen participation in this project is a CCFE 

priority even as the project approaches completion.  CCFE will continue to advocate for public 

involvement and ongoing monitoring of the Lake Bottom Cap. 

 

Proposed Remediation Projects In June of 2017, CCFE testified before the NY Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on the proposed 

ecological and recreational restoration projects for the Onondaga Lake Watershed. These 

proposed projects are meant to mend the damage caused by the decades of pollution from 

industrial waste but unfortunately fall short. CCFE pushed for more information on the proposed 

projects, fish consumption advisory signs at all fishing access points, and additional ecological 

restoration projects in the plan. 

 

Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership.  CCFE participates in the Onondaga Lake Watershed 

Partnership (OLWP).  The OLWP is a clearinghouse of information regarding the Lake and its 

watershed and how to be a good steward of the natural resources that make the watershed 

unique.  CCFE is a member of the Fish Advisory subcommittee of the OWLP and works to place 

proper and accurate signs around the shore of Onondaga Lake warning the public of the dangers 

of consuming fish from the lake. After years of no posted warnings, fish consumption advisory 

signs have finally been installed at various locations around Onondaga Lake in 2017. While the 
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CCFE joined marine scientists, County 

Representatives and wastewater treatment 

professionals to update the community on the 

progress of the new plan for the Western Bays 

health of Onondaga Lake is improving, fish from the lake are still contaminated with harmful 

levels of mercury, PCBs, and dioxin due to the lake's history of pollution. Consuming fish from 

the lake can cause an array of negative health effects. With signs now posted around the lake, the 

public will be better aware of the dangers of consuming fish from Onondaga Lake 

 

With many community members, federal, state, and local partners, CCFE has worked with and 

supported the Onondaga Lake Watershed Coordinator to expand the focus from Onondaga Lake 

remediation and restoration to protecting the entire Onondaga Lake watershed. CCFE works with 

the coalition to address many emerging issues and topics that surround the lake, including Tully 

Mudboils, fishing advisories and public awareness, and increased public access to Onondaga 

Lake.  

New York and Connecticut Estuaries  
Long Island Estuaries 

New York State is fortunate to have over 1,500 square miles of bays and estuaries and 120 miles 

of ocean shoreline. The Long Island Sound and the South Shore Estuary Reserve contribute to 

the regional economy, New York & Connecticut’s current culture, and their historical maritime 

culture.  CCFE works to preserve, protect, and restore our ecologically important bays and 

estuaries. CCFE is an active member of the Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory 

Committee (CAC) and chairs the South Shore Estuary Reserve (SSER) Citizens Advisory 

Committee (CAC).  The LISS CAC meets 4 times a year and the SSER CAC meets bi-monthly.  

 

Western Bays Campaign.  In 2017, CCFE 

continued to work with the ―The Western Bays 

Collaboration Working Group‖.  The working 

group is made up of elected leaders and 

stakeholder organizations with the goal of 

restoring our Western Bays.  The goal of the 

Working Group is to restore the Western Bays, 

located in Southern Nassau County. Particular 

focus of the coalition is to upgrade and modernize 

the Bay Park Sewage Treatment Plant (STP).  The 

plant currently discharges 50-60 million gallons a 

day of treated effluent into the Western Bays.  

The outfall pipe must be relocated out of the 

Western Bays.  

 

After years of working to reduce nitrogen pollution in the Western Bays coming from the Bay 

Park Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), we are closer than ever to a solution. Instead of building a 

new ocean outfall pipe, Nassau County has announced a potential plan to use an existing pipe 

that travels south of Sunrise Highway to divert treated waste from Bay Park STP to the Cedar 

Creek ocean outfall pipe, which has more than enough capacity.   

 

Community Forum.  CCFE joined with Operation SPLASH to host a community forum on 

restoring Long Island's Western Bays. The forum reviewed the scientific need for diverting 

sewage away from the Western Bays, the proposal to eliminate the Bay Park STP outfall pipe 

http://www.citizenscampaign.org/campaigns/western-bays.asp
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CCFE’s Lou Burch standing with Senator 

Blumenthal calling for the preservation of Plum 

Island. 

from Reynolds Channel and divert treated sewage to the existing ocean outfall at Cedar Creek, 

and the upgrades that have been made to the Bay Park STP. 

 

Victory! After 18 years the funding was finally secured for a fix for the Bay Park STP! Governor 

Cuomo announced a $354 million resiliency project that will connect the Bay Park STP to the 

existing Cedar Creek outfall pipe. 

 

Long Island Sound (LIS) Protection. CCFE actively educates members of the public and 

elected leaders on the progress being made in restoring the health of Long Island Sound, as well 

as new emerging threats to the Sound.  CCFE works to ensure that there is adequate money for 

protection and restoration of the Sound.  

 

Plum Island. Plum Island is a rare 840-acre 

island at the tip of Long Island’s North Fork, 

which holds significant ecological and cultural 

significance for Long Island Sound. Plum 

Island is a critical wildlife habitat, and a virtual 

treasure trove for hundreds of varieties of 

migratory birds, seals, and other rare animal 

species. Plum Island is the former home of the 

USDA’s Animal Disease Research Facility, and 

Congress has ordered that this natural gem be 

sold at public auction to the highest bidder.  

CCFE continues to serve as an active member 

of the Coalition to Preserve Plum Island, which 

is working on a strategy to preserve this rare treasure 

in the heart of Long Island Sound for future 

generations to enjoy. 

 

 

 

Northport Harbor Water Quality Protection.  The Northport Harbor Water Quality Protection 

Committee (NWQPC) was established spring of 2010 and has since successfully implemented a 

comprehensive plan to restore water quality in the Northport/ Centerport Harbor complex. The 

plan focused on reducing nitrogen loading in the bays using stormwater runoff mitigation and 

upgrades to sewage infrastructure. The plan also included a subcommittee on education and 

outreach that aims to increase resident awareness about limiting fertilizer and pesticide 

application, as well as controlling runoff on private properties with natural vegetation.  

 

In 2015, due to efforts to upgrade the Northport sewage treatment plant and reduce stormwater 

runoff, Centerport Beach was re-opened to the public after 7 years of permanent closure.  The 

beach had been closed due to degraded water quality and high bacteria levels, and the 

improvements made by the municipalities as part of the NWQPC in the Northport Harbor 

complex have led to significant water quality improvements. The victory is a clear demonstration 

that with good planning, hard work, and adequate resources our bays can be restored. In 2017, 

the Town of Huntington constructed a large rain garden to control potentially polluted 
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stormwater runoff from entering Centerport Harbor. CCE partnered with the Town to implement 

this important accomplishment. The NHWQPC met bi-annually to continue work on upgrading 

sewage infrastructure around the treatment plant and reducing stormwater runoff. 
 

Ocean Protection 
In 2017, CCFE continued collaborations with a 

number of environmental organizations in the 

NY Ocean and Great Lake Coalition to advance 

ocean and Great Lakes protection and 

restoration.  CCFE continues to work with the 

New York Oceans, Estuaries, and Great Lakes 

Coalition.  The coalition is made up of groups 

throughout New York State, to ensure critical 

protections for these waterways, including 

educating policy makers and the public on the 

importance of a comprehensive Ocean Action 

Plan as well as research and restoration projects.  

 

Film Screening: Ocean Frontiers III. CCFE 

participated in a film screening for Ocean 

Frontiers III.  This film explores the challenges at the heart of ocean conservation and 

development, presenting solutions from a range of people who are leading the way to a healthy 

and sustainable ocean future. There was a post-film conversation with CCFE's Adrienne 

Esposito, NYS DEC Assistant Director of Marine Resources Karen Chytalo, Carl LoBue from 

the Nature Conservancy, Clint Plummer from Deepwater Wind, and John McMurray from the 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Association. 

 

Film Screening: Sonic Sea.  CCFE co-hosted a film screening of Sonic Sea with NRDC and the 

The Group for the East End.  Sonic Sea is an Emmy-nominated documentary that details the 

impact of industrial and military ocean noise on whales and other marine life and offers solutions 

and hope for a quieter ocean. CCFE's Adrienne Esposito joined environmentalists, scientists, and 

the NY Department of Environmental Conservation after the film for a panel discussion on the 

dangers of offshore fossil fuel exploration and what everyone can do to protect marine mammals. 

 

Celebrating World Oceans Day.  In June, CCFE celebrated World Oceans Day with a series of 

great events. These included a beach cleanup at Jones Beach organized by REI and United by 

Blue, a fundraiser at Blue Point Brewery to support Save the Great South Bay (and unveil the 

new "Drink Our Bay Clean" beer), and a discussion about the impact of plastic pollution on our 

oceans at Wildlife Conservation Society's World Oceans Day event at the Coney Island 

Aquarium. 
 

Harmful Algal Blooms 
CCFE worked to educate state and local officials on the need to develop a harmful algal bloom 

action plan to address both the short-term dangers of blue-green algae and identify and address 

the sources of the pollution in order to prevent toxic algal blooms in the future. Toxic blue-green 

algae most recently has contaminated seven Finger Lakes, Skaneateles Lake, the Basic Creek 

http://www.sonicsea.org/film
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Reservoir in Albany, and other bodies of water across New York. Blue-green algae pose an 

immense threat to drinking water supplies, recreational opportunities, and the health of the 

public, pets, and wildlife due to a toxin that can damage the liver and kidneys. CCFE worked in 

Suffolk County to release its much-anticipated Harmful Algal Bloom Action Plan in September 

of 2017, which will guide the county in reducing nitrogen pollution entering our bays and 

estuaries and could serve as a model for the state plan. 

Long Island Groundwater Protection 
Long Island is a sole-source aquifer 

region, which means residents rely on 

groundwater for 100% of our drinking 

water.  A clean, healthy aquifer system 

is vital to maintaining Long Islanders’ 

quality of life. Contamination of 

groundwater from improper household 

hazardous waste disposal negatively 

impacts public health, our environment 

and pollutes groundwater supplies.  The 

aquifer system is substantially 

vulnerable to contamination due to land 

use activities that use toxics such as 

industrial uses, pesticide applications, 

gas stations, improper disposal and use of 

household hazardous wastes, fertilizers, 

septic systems, sewage treatment discharges 

and more.  These widespread activities cause 

contamination that seep through the land surface and reaches groundwater supplies. Most of 

Long Island cannot drink from the 1
st
 layer of the aquifer because of contamination. 

 

CCFE is a founding member of the Long Island Clean Water Partnership and helped to launch the 

website www.longislandcleanwaterpartnership.org.  CCFE works with the LICWP to keep the 

website updated, to draft alerts and notices to the hundreds of group members and thousands of 

individual members and to keep the social media pages updated and relevant.  Also, as a member 

of the LICWP, CCFE has an aggressive public education component where we provide 

presentations to organizations, schools, and other stakeholder groups.   

 

In 2017, Suffolk County launched its "Reclaim Our Water" 

program, which provides millions of dollars in direct financial 

support for Suffolk County residents who want to replace their 

existing septic systems with new technology that will improve 

Long Island water quality. Priority is given to residents in 

priority areas, including unsewered coastal areas where 

nitrogen pollution from septics and cesspools quickly reaches 

surface waters. CCFE worked with Suffolk County to educate 

residents on the program. 

 

CCFE staff with Governor Cuomo to protect Long 

Islands Water Quality   

http://www.longislandcleanwaterpartnership.org/
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CCFE’s Adrienne Esposito, Executive 

Director joined with U.S. Senator Chuck 

Schumer calling for a health-based 

drinking water standard for 1,4-dioxane. 

 Water We Going to Do? Conference  

CCFE and our collaborators at the Long Island Clean Water Partnership hosted the fifth annual 

"Water We Going to Do?" conference. Over 150 people attended the conference. Policy makers, 

scientists, business leaders, environmental stakeholders, and civic groups discussed the most 

pressing issues facing Long Island's drinking and surface water and what we need to do restore 

Long Island's water resources and fisheries for future generations.  

 

 Toxic Algal Blooms  

CCFE joined with our partners at the Long Island Clean Water Partnership and Dr. Chris Gobler to 

unveil a Summer 2017 map of harmful algal blooms—and the news was not good. All of these fish 

kills and toxic tides can be traced back to rising levels of nitrogen coming from land and entering 

Long Island's surface waters. The largest sources of nitrogen are household sewage and fertilizers, 

which are washed into groundwater that seeps in bays, harbors, and estuaries.  

Protecting NY from 1,4-Dioxane 

Contamination in Drinking Water 
1,4-Dioxane is an emerging contaminant of concern found in 

Long Island's groundwater and drinking water. It is a 

Synthetic Organic Compound (SOC), not found in nature. 

Long Island, Nassau and Suffolk water suppliers have 

reported the highest levels of 1,4-dioxane contamination in 

drinking water in the nation. 1,4-Dioxane is listed as "likely 

to be carcinogenic to humans," with a Lifetime Cancer Risk 

Guideline for drinking water of 0.35µg/L (micrograms per 

Liter) by the U. S. EPA. The chemical has been linked to 

tumors of the liver, kidneys, and nasal cavity.  

 

In 2017 CCFE launched an interactive map and 

comprehensive report on the extent of contamination of 1,4 

dioxane. CCFE has worked to educate the public and policy 

makers on the threat 1,4-dioxane poses to Long Island’s 

drinking water and solutions, including reducing 1,4-dioxane 

products, establishing a health-based drinking water standard 

for the contaminant in NY, increasing testing for 1,4-dioxane 

at public supply wells and Laundromats, and improving water treatment technologies for this 

emerging contaminant. To date, CCFE’s interactive map has over 68,000 views. 
 

CCFE Releases PFC Report CCFE released a new report and interactive map detailing known 

and possible sites of per-fluorinated chemical (PFC) contamination throughout Long Island. 

PFCs are persistent in the environment, are linked to serious human health impacts, and have 

been detected in Long Island drinking water wells. However, there is currently no health-based 

drinking water standard for these chemicals, and more testing is needed to determine the extent 

and severity of PFC contamination on Long Island.  
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Sandland 

Sandland is a large sand mining operation that is acting as a solid waste storage and processing 

facility on Long Island.  In 2014, they submitted an application to expand its operations. This 50-

acre mine is located within a Special Groundwater Protection Area, a critical area for protecting 

the quality and quantity of Long Island's drinking water. In 2015 the DEC denied the expansion, 

however, Sandland has appealed that ruling.  CCFE in partnership with Group for the East End 

requested standing to become part of the DEC legal proceedings to support DEC’s expansion 

denial. The denial of the expansion request still stands. 
 

New York’s 1st Clean Water Forum and Roundtable 
New York’s water resources are under threat. State and local agencies, water suppliers, wastewater 

treatment operators, and consumers face a number of critical water challenges now and in the years 

ahead. CCFE, along with our environmental colleagues, brought together wastewater treatment 

operators, water suppliers, elected leaders, local and state agency representatives, environmental 

leaders, and other stakeholders for a one-day forum in Albany to discuss challenges and solutions 

to protect New York’s water resources. The forum included presentations from dynamic speakers 

and an open roundtable discussion on wastewater and drinking water treatment needs and 

strategies, emerging contaminants, water resource recovery, water protection, and funding sources 

to pay for water needs. CCFE produced a summary document based on the presentations and 

feedback from experts attending the roundtable.  The document is a blueprint for New York State’s 

water resource challenges and needs for the next 5-10 years. 

 

Connecticut Statewide Water Plan 
In 2017, the CT Water Planning Council (WPC) conducted a stakeholder process to develop a 

comprehensive water management plan for Connecticut. Pursuant to Public Act 14-163, the WPC 

is charged with recommending policy solutions to help improve and streamline water planning 

activities across Connecticut’s water districts, address supply issues and promote water 

conservation. CCFE did extensive public education and grassroots outreach to inform and engage 

the public in this important planning process. CCFE continues to work to ensure that the final 

document recognizes the state’s drinking water resources as a matter of public trust, while ensuring 

that the needs of a healthy environment are balanced with sustainable economic development. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & EVENTS 
 

Environmental Equinox Awards Gala 

Our 2017 Gala event celebrated 32 years of fighting to protect our air, land, and water.  

CCFE celebrated 32 years of working to protect public health and the natural environment at our 

annual Environmental Equinox Gala this May. We were proud to honor Deepwater Wind for 

their leadership in advancing renewable energy in New York State and for our nation. 
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Earth Day 
CCFE participates in a variety of Earth Day Events 

across NY & CT. In 2017, CCFE tabled at Earth Day 

fairs and gave presentations at schools, community 

forums, and municipal events, focusing on the 

importance of BYOBag behavior, renewable energy, 

and protecting our waterways from the Great Lakes to 

the Long Island Sound.    

 

Celebrating Earth Day, Marching for Science and the Climate 

April was an especially busy month for us, with great Earth Day events throughout New York 

and Connecticut, as well as the March for Science and the Climate March in Washington, DC. 

Some highlights: 

 

 Attending the March for Science in NYC and Buffalo on 

Earth Day. 

 Traveling to DC for the Climate March (and meeting Al Gore, 

pictured) and participating in regional sister marches in 

Syracuse and Buffalo, NY and New Milford, CT. 

 Tabling at the Syracuse Climate March and Rally and 

educating the public on the need for a fully funded EPA. 

 Speaking at the Concert for a Cause: Climate Change in Cazenovia, NY about how 

citizens can get involved in combating climate change at the federal, state, and individual 

levels. 

 Working with students conducting research on Long Island water protection and climate 

change issues at the Long Island Youth Summit. 

 Presenting on the importance of reducing plastic bag pollution at Guardian Insurance and 

HBO in NYC, the Hudson Valley Regional Council's Marine Debris Conference, and Yale 

Law School's Panel on Plastic Pollution and the Politics of Change. 

 Speaking on the importance of 

water protection and fighting 

climate change at Hofstra 

University and Stony Brook 

University on Long Island, the 

Unitarian Universalist Church in 

Staten Island, and Earthfest in 

Syracuse. 
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 Judging student presentations at the NYS Pollution Prevention Institute's 6th Annual R&D 

Student Competition, held at the University at Buffalo. Graduate college teams from 

across NYS researched, designed, and developed solutions to real-world environmental 

challenges, and we were blown away by the impressive results! 

 CCFE participated in The Western CT Climate Action Earth Day Climate Action Rally. 

We presented on the importance of expanding Connecticut’s container deposit law, ―the 

Bottle Bill‖, to include juices, teas, sports drinks and other non-carbonated beverages that 

are not currently covered by the law 

 

AQUIFER WORKS!   

In 2017 CCFE continued its work to educate school children and the community on the 

importance of protecting Long Island’s drinking water. This program uses a three-dimensional 

interactive aquifer model, created specifically to illustrate Long Island’s unique hydrological 

system.  CCFE uses this 3-d model in presentations and talks throughout classrooms on Long 

Island. The model illustrates the unique properties and vulnerabilities of Long Island’s 

groundwater system and how pollution moves through the ground. As part of this program, 

CCFE staff also educates teachers to increase their understanding of Long Island’s unique 

groundwater system. Teachers have incorporated lessons from the aquifer model into their 

curricula for English, Science, and Civic classes.  

BYOBag (Bring Your Own Bag)  

CCFE continued to work vigorously in 2017 to reduce the use of single-use disposable bags. 

CCFE worked to educate state policymakers and Governor Cuomo on the need to address 

disposable bag pollution at the state level. In early 2017, Governor Cuomo formed the New York 

Plastic Bag Task Force with the goal of put developing a policy recommendation by the end of 

2017. CCFE worked continuously with members of the Task Force educating them on the 

importance of a comprehensive statewide effort to reduce the use of both paper and plastic bags. 

With only weeks left of 2017, CCFE and joined by 73 partner organization and groups came 

together in urging Governor Cuomo and the Plastic Bag Task Force to release a plastic reduction 

recommendation by the end of the year. 

 

CCFE worked with local leaders and 

community groups throughout 

Westchester County, Long Island, and 

New York City to educate the public 

and policy makers on our BYOBag 

(Bring Your Own Bag) campaign to 

promote reusable bag initiatives.  

Throughout 2017, CCFE worked 

throughout the region to distribute 

educational brochures on the benefits of 

using reusable bags, host educational 

events, and increase awareness of the 

issue through social media.  
CCFE’s Adrienne Esposito with Suffolk County 

legislator William Spencer and students from Northport 

High School promoting BYOBag efforts. 
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In addition, CCFE worked with NYC, Long Beach, and Suffolk County, NY, all of whom passed 

legislation to place an incentive on reusable bags in 2016, to conduct public education in the lead 

up to implementation of their legislation.  In Suffolk County, CCFE also conducted a consumer 

carryout bag survey to determine whether residents were using disposable bags, reusable bags, or 

no bags when shopping. We found that only 5% of residents were using reusable bags and 70% 

were using plastic. CCFE will conduct follow-up carryout bag surveys once Suffolk’s BYOBag 

Law is implemented to evaluate the success of the law in encouraging reusable bag use. 

 

CCFE also worked to strengthen partnerships with community groups in over 30 municipalities, 

including New York City, and participated in the Clean Seas Atlantic Chapter, EPA Trash Free 

Waters Initiative, Protecting the Environment in Patchogue Committee, and Bag It NYC 

coalitions throughout the year. 

 

In Erie County, NY, CCFE continued its work with the Buffalo Zoo, Buffalo Museum of 

Science, the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, and several environmental 

groups to conduct a large-scale public education campaign on disposable bag pollution and the 

need to switch to reusable bags, known as the Erie BYO Coalition. The Coalition held a 

community forum that featured a keynote presentation by Dr. Sherri Mason, renowned 

researcher on plastic pollution in the Great Lakes. CCFE participated in an expert panel to 

discuss the impact of single-use bags and begin a community discussion on how best to reduce 

bag pollution in Western New York.  CCFE and the BYO Coalition worked with high school 

seniors from BOCES 1 Erie, at the Buffalo Zoo, on a student film project.  Students were 

challenged to create four videos advocating that we reduce our use of plastic bags and switch to 

reusable bags. The results were outstanding—so good, in fact, that we worked with Erie County 

to have the videos shown at Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center to a standing-room-only 

audience. 

 

In Central New York, CCFE conducted a broad, grassroots campaign to educate the public and 

policymakers about the need to address disposable bags. CCFE worked with Madison County 

legislators and the Madison County’s Solid Waste Department to address disposable bag 

pollution and the need to switch to reusable bags. CCFE educated residents and policy makers in 

Madison County on the environmental benefits of a ban on plastic bags. 

 

Pharmaceutical Disposal    
CCFE continues to work tirelessly to protect NY and CT water from the emerging threat of 

pharmaceutical contamination. 

 

Long Island.  One of the most successful safe pharmaceutical take-back programs in the country 

is King Kullen's program, which has collected and disposed of over 7,000 pounds of drugs since 

2015! To help promote this great program and encourage the public to safely dispose of unused 

meds at King Kullen pharmacies, CCFE ran a series of advertisements in Long Island movie 

theaters. In October, CCFE met with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

(DEC), Suffolk County Legislator Spencer, Suffolk County Department of Health, health care 

facilities, and pharmacy providers to discuss how to expand pharmaceutical take-back options 

for residents and institutions. 
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Onondaga County. In 2017, CCFE continued to educate the public and local pharmacies on safe 

drug disposal programs and increased safe disposal option in Onondaga County. CCFE provided 

5-drop boxes to police departments in Onondaga County and conducted a large-scale educational 

and promotional campaign for the drop boxes to expand public engagement. CCFE crafted 

educational literature and several digital and print ads to advance the safe disposal program. 

CCFE participated in public education events, distributed 5,000 pieces of educational literature 

to community members, developed an online interactive map of all drop boxes in Onondaga 

County, ran 10-targeted print ads, and 2 online digital ads. 

 

CCFE partnered with the Onondaga County Sharps, Needles, and Drug Disposal (SNADD) 

Program and the Onondaga County Drug Task Force Prevention and Education Committee to 

address both the community and environmental impacts of improper pharmaceutical disposal. 

Twelve police precincts have installed drug drop boxes, some of which also provide needle 

receptacles. Since the program launched, 4,300 pounds of unused pharmaceuticals have been 

collected and properly disposed!  

 

Erie County. CCFE worked with the Erie County Department of Health to expand the County’s 

safe pharmaceutical disposal program. The County is providing drop boxes at police precincts, 

pick up of unwanted pharmaceutical drugs from healthcare facilities, and is conducting drug take 

back days throughout the County.  The County has destroyed 60,000 pounds of unwanted drugs. 

 

ENERGY EDUCATION 
 

HydroFracking Storage and Waste Disposal 
CCFE participates in local fracking coalition and statewide coalitions that continue to work to 

educate the public and policymakers on the dangers of storing hydrofracked gas and disposing of 

hydrofracking waste in New York and Connecticut. 

 

Governor Cuomo announced in December of 2014 that New York would not allow 

hydrofracking, this was made official in June of 2015 with the release of the Final Findings 

Statement. Since the ban, CCFE staff worked to highlight the impacts of oil and gas waste on our 

communities as well as the risks associated with storing the gas. In 2017, CCFE continued to 

educate the public on the need to prohibition of the disposal and use of hydrofracking wastes in 

New York. 

 

Connecticut Pipeline Tax 
CCFE worked to educate communities across Connecticut about the ratepayer-paid surcharge, 

known as ―the pipeline tax‖, which unfairly forces CT electric customers to subsidize the costs of 

a multi-billion dollar expansion of natural gas pipelines and infrastructure across New England. 

Similar charges have been blocked or overturned in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode 

Island, leaving Connecticut ratepayers to shoulder a disproportionate share of the costs in a 

region-wide expansion of dirty natural gas infrastructure. 

 

Moving from Fossil Fuels to Renewable Energy on Long Island 
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In 2017 LIPA and PSEG completed their latest Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), which provides a 

comprehensive analysis of Long Island's energy demands. The plan recommends that renewable 

energy displace new fossil fuel power plants. Wind and solar are the most cost-effective 

solutions for the long-term power supply needs of the grid. In June, CCFE testified in favor of 

the IRP and transitioning away from fossil fuels and toward responsibly sited renewable energy. 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) is developing 

an Offshore Wind Master Plan that will guide New York in harnessing our vast offshore wind 

potential while ensuring that offshore wind projects are developed responsibly.  

 

Offshore Wind Energy  
Long Island and NYC Offshore Wind Power 

Offshore wind is arguably Long Island's 

largest remaining untapped resource. 

Governor Cuomo has mandated that New 

York achieve 2,400 mw of offshore wind by 

2030. CCFE remains engaged in the process 

of developing potential areas for offshore 

wind development and pushing for well-site 

offshore wind projects. Throughout 2017, 

CCFE attended and generated turnout for 

educational meetings held by NYSERDA 

and other agencies working to develop an 

Offshore Wind Master Plan for the state. In addition, we garnered turnout for public information 

sessions and educated our members on a plan to develop an offshore wind farm off the coast of 

Long Beach. We worked to educate and engage the public on this ongoing process through 

digital outreach and social media.  

 

Victory! After working for years to educate the public on choosing offshore wind over fossil 

fuels for the south fork of Long Island, LIPA approved New York’s first offshore wind farm in 

2017. The project, 30 miles off the coast of Montauk, will power 50,000 homes on the east end 

of Long Island with renewable energy and offset the need for additional fossil fuel generation. 

Throughout the year, CCFE attended stakeholder meetings, educational events, and public 

meetings to support the offshore wind farm and ensure it is well-sited and successful project. 

 

Solarize Tonawanda 
CCFE joined with the Town of Tonawanda, in Western New York, to cosponsor the Solarize 

Tonawanda program. The program helps residents and businesses connect with solar installers 

and get a discounted price on their solar panels. More than 50 homeowners contracted for system 

installations and, as a result, nearly 1,000 solar panels are being installed providing 300 kW of 

pollution-free energy. 

 

 

Connecticut Comprehensive Energy Strategy 
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CCFE did extensive public education on the Comprehensive Energy Strategy (CES) process in 

Connecticut. The CES was put in place in 2012, to create a strategy to address our state’s 

residential, commercial and industrial energy needs, and to help transition Connecticut to a 

cleaner, more reliable energy grid. CCFE supports a robust expansion of clean renewables and 

energy efficiency, while reducing Connecticut’s dependence on dirty fossil fuels and nuclear 

power.  

 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 

Patchogue Recycling in Parks 
As part of CCFE’s work with the Protecting the Environment in Patchogue (PEP) Committee, 

we worked to increase recycling. In 2017, the first-ever recycling program in Patchogue parks 

was announced and several recycling bins were installed at key locations. The Village parks are 

home to several large festivals and concerts and these recycling bins can go a long way toward 

curbing litter and waste generation locally. 

 

Reducing Polystyrene Foam 
Polystyrene foam (often called Styrofoam) is a pervasive 

form of plastic pollution found in our parks and beaches 

throughout the state. CCFE worked to educate the public 

and policy makers on the public health and 

environmental impacts of polystyrene and the 

importance of switching to reusable cups and bottles. 

CCFE attended a press conference at NYC City Hall 

with dozens of students from across the city as well as 

our environmental partners to speak about the 

importance of moving away from polystyrene foam and 

the importance of reducing, not recycling, polystyrene. 

Throughout 2017, CCFE continued to spoke at public 

hearings, educational events, and community meetings 

with policy makers and concerned citizens in Long 

Island, New York City, and the Hudson Valley to 

address the threat polystyrene poses to New York’s 

waters.  

 

Connecticut Governor’s Task force on 

Consumer Packaging 
CT Public Act 16-6 established a task force to study methods for reducing consumer packaging 

through source reduction, reuse and recycling. CCFE was invited to testify on best practices for 

reducing consumer packaging on a range of product categories, and submitted comments on how 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) approaches to reducing consumer packaging have 

proven effective in other states. 
 

Revised Part 360 Solid Waste Regulations 
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In 2017, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) released its Revised 

Proposed Part 360 Solid Waste Regulations, and CCFE worked to ensure that critical 

environmental protections were included in the final regulations. The new regulations 

incorporate many important provisions to prevent illegal dumping, protect air quality and prevent 

water contamination at compost and mulch facilities, and prohibit the storage of mulch and 

construction and demolition debris at sand mines within a sole-source aquifer. However, CCFE 

continued to advocate for other critical components not included in the new regulations, 

including a better tracking system to prevent illegal dumping of C&D debris, a prohibition on the 

acceptance of fracking waste by New York landfills, and a ban on the use of fracking brine on 

roadways. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH 

Pesticide Education in Connecticut 

CCFE plays an important leadership role in the CT Safe Grounds Coalition (CSGC), which 

works to educate the public and policymakers about the dangers that chemical pesticides pose to 

children’s health. In 2017, CCFE supported CT State efforts that established a pollinator health 

task force to identify best practices and innovative approaches to protecting bees and other 

pollinator species in Connecticut. The new law re-classified neonicotinoid pesticides as 

―restricted use pesticides,‖ meaning they would only be available to certified pesticide 

applicators and not the general public. The law also required the CT Agricultural Experiment 

Station (CAES) to develop a user guide to creating pollinator-friendly habitats. 

Brookhaven Landfill 
The Brookhaven Community Coalition (BCC) was 

formed in February 2011 to protect the lower 

Brookhaven community from impacts of large-scale 

waste management activities. The BCC is made up 

of over 30 organizations in southern Brookhaven 

including; school boards, local libraries, fire 

departments, civic organizations, the local 

ambulance company, business associations, 

residents, and local educators. In 2017, the BCC 

continued to address issues at the Brookhaven 

Town Landfill, where odor, dust, and 

environmental and public health threats emanated 

from their operation.  Results of air samples taken by the BCC revealed the presence of Benzene 

and Hydrogen Sulfide.  CCFE and BCC called on the NYS DEC to require the town implement 

an air quality-monitoring program around the landfill and to test specifically during odor events. 

DEC has not acted. Odor complaints continued to be logged with the DEC through the creation 

of the ―Brookhaven Landfill Community Watch: If You Smell Something, Post Something‖ 

Facebook Group, which now has over 600 active members.   
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Supporting Soil Studies in Tonawanda, NY 
In March 2013, a federal judge found the Tonawanda Coke Corp. guilty of 14 criminal charges 

related to toxic emissions and the handling of hazardous waste. The company was ordered to 

fund an $11.4 million Tonawanda health study to see how these poisons affected neighbors. As 

part of the settlement, funding has been provided to conduct soil studies in the neighborhoods 

potentially impacted by the pollution. Our friends at Citizen Science Community Resources 

(CSCR) are canvassing residents this summer to recruit volunteers to participate in the soil study. 

CCFE was pleased to share our grassroots organizing experience and help train the CSCR 

volunteers. 

 

ADVISORY COMMITTEES, TASK FORCES AND COALITIONS 

 
CCFE staff continued to serve on numerous advisory committees and task forces involved in 

studies of environmental problems.  

 Healing Our Waters Coalition: CCFE is one of more than 100 organizations 

representing millions of residents in the Great Lakes have joined the HOW coalition 

whose goal is to restore and protect the Great Lakes. Led by the National Wildlife 

Federation and the National Parks Conservation Association, the coalition seeks to secure 

a sustainable restoration plan and the billions of dollars of state and federal funding 

needed to implement it. www.healthylakes.org  

 Great Waters Coalition – CCFE has joined with groups nationally to work to protect 

our nation’s great water bodies including Long Island Sound, the Great Lakes and Lake 

Champlain. 

 Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut – CCFE is a key member of the 

Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut (CSHC), which works to identify dangerous 

and unnecessary toxic exposures in the home environment and educate consumers about 

how to avoid them.  CSHC is part of the national ―Mind the Store‖ campaign, which 

targets large retailers and works to phase out products that contain toxic chemicals at 

store locations nationwide. In 2017, Mind the Store released their 2
nd

 Retailer Report 

Card, ranking 30 major retailers on steps taken to eliminate consumer products 

containing toxic chemicals at their stores nation-wide. 

 Connecticut Safe Grounds Coalition – CCFE is an active member of the CT Safe 

Grounds Coalition, which includes a diverse partnership of environmental and health 

focused non-profits, organic farming professionals, land trust groups and parent-teacher 

organizations working to safeguard children from exposures to chemical pesticides in the 

school environment.  CCFE has been a member of the coalition’s steering committee 

since 2014. 

 Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership Fish Advisory Committee— CCFE served 

on the fish advisory committee of the Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership which was 

established to educate the public on the risks of consuming fish from Onondaga Lake as 

well as post clear warning signs around the lake’s shore.   

http://www.healthylakes.org/
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 Brookhaven National Laboratory Citizens Advisory Committee: This committee 

evaluates and advises BNL on the ongoing environmental remediation efforts at this 

important laboratory. 

 Chair, Citizens Advisory Committee for the South Shore Estuary Reserve - The 

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) of the South Shore Estuary Reserve Council was 

established in 1994 to make recommendations and provide guidance to the Council in the 

preparation of the Reserve Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP). Since the adoption 

of the CMP in 2001, the CAC has focused on implementation of CMP recommendations. 

It is authorized to prepare reports, recommend studies, and submit findings and 

recommendations to the Council. 

 Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory Committee- The Long Island Sound 

Study (LISS) Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) provides ongoing advice to the 

Federal, state, and local government Management Conference partners working on 

implementing the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) for the 

restoration and protection of Long Island Sound. 

 Clean Seas Coalition – CCFE chairs the mid-Atlantic chapter of the Clean Seas 

Coalition (CSC) as well as New York City Bag working group.  The coalition is made up 

of nonprofits, community leaders, scientists and educators working to reduce plastic 

pollution in our waterways and promote BYOB behavior. 

 Rockland Water Coalition – CCFE works with the Rockland Coalition for Sustainable 

Water to oppose Hudson River desalination and promote water conservation in Rockland 

County.   

 Great Lakes Action Agenda Workgroups—CCFE participated in the Great Lakes 

Action Agenda (GLAA) workgroups, which brings together a broad range of 

stakeholders working to protect and restore the Great Lakes. The groups work together to 

identify opportunities to work together to accomplish Great Lakes restoration goals 

identified in the GLAA 

 Water Management Advisory Committee—CCFE participates in this committee, 

whose function is to advise the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

Division of Water (DOW) on water programs and to facilitate the exchange of 

information between the DOW and members’ constituents.  

 Onondaga Lake Community Participation Working Group (CPWG)—CCFE staff 

works with members of the public, the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, and Honeywell to provide a forum for enhancing public dialogue, fostering 

public understanding, and encouraging input and discussion regarding the Onondaga 

Lake remediation. 

 Onondaga County Drug Task Force-Prevention and Education Committee: CCFE 

sits on the Prevention and Education Committee of the Onondaga County Drug Task 

Force whose function is to increase public awareness and use of safe pharmaceutical 

disposal options in Onondaga County.   

 Suffolk County Pesticide Phase-Out Committee.  In Suffolk County CCFE sits on the 

Suffolk County Pesticide Phase-out Committee.  In 2000, Suffolk County passed 

legislation that banned pesticides from all county-owned property.  The committee was 

established to review progress on implementation and to approve/disapprove any 

proposed exemptions.  CCFE is a voting active member of the committee. 
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 Clean Energy Organizations Collaborative – In 2015, CCFE joined the CEOC, a 

coalition of organizations working to phase out fossil fuel power generation and promote 

renewable energy development within NY’s REV (Reforming the Energy Vision) and 

CES (Clean Energy Standard processes.  The collaborative is working to ensure that the 

goal of 50% renewable energy production by the year 2030 becomes reality and is 

reached as smoothly and efficiently as possible. 

 EPA Trash Free Waters – CCFE participates in EPA Region 2’s Trash Free Waters 

program, which focuses on how to reduce plastic pollution from cigarette butts, bottles, 

bags, microbeads, and EPS foam (commonly called Styrofoam
TM

).  CCFE also chairs the 

subgroup focusing on actions to reduce plastic bag use. 

 Protecting the Environment in Patchogue (PEP) – CCFE worked with the PEP 

committee in Patchogue to implement a Bring Your Own Bag campaign, including 

conducting surveys of residents, hosting educational forums, and doing direct mailings to 

residents on the importance of reusable bag use. 

 Long Island Clean Water Partnership – CCFE, along with the Nature Conservancy, 

Pine Barrens Society, and Group for the East End lead the LICWP, a coalition of over 

100 groups focusing on educating the public on the importance of protecting Long Island 

groundwater and implementing programs to protect surface and drinking water resources 

for future generations. 

 Natural Gas Working Group – CCFE is an active member of the NGWG, which works 

to address natural gas issues that face New York and Pennsylvania. In 2017, CCFE 

worked on a subcommittee of the NGWG to coordinate efforts to build public awareness 

and support of prohibiting the disposal of waste from hydraulic fracturing in New York. 

 Additional Committees include: 

 

  Albany County Soil and Water Conservation Committee 

Agriculture Environment Management Steering Committee 

Bag it NYC 

DEC CAFO workgroup  

Suffolk County Planning Commission 

Tonawanda Commission for Conservation of the Environment 

WNY Environmental Alliance  
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CCFE 2017 PROGRAM EXPENSES 

 

Program Category               Program Expense 

Water Resources               $  262,000 

 Environmental Education              $  170,000 

Energy Education                $    98,919 

Environmental and Public Health Research            $  177,000  

 

TOTAL                $ 707,919 

 
 

OFFICE LOCATIONS   

 
Long Island: Nassau County 

Office hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm  

225-A Main Street, Farmingdale, New York 11735 

516-390-7150 --- Fax: 516-390-7160 

e-mail: farmingdale@citizenscampaign.org 

 

Hamden:  New Haven County  

2404 Whitney Ave. (2
nd

 floor) 

Hamden, CT 06518 

203- 821-7050 

e-mail: hamden@citizenscampaign.org 

 

Buffalo:  Erie County 

Office hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

735 Delaware Road, Box 140, Buffalo, New York 14223 

716-831-3206 

e-mail: buffalo@citizenscampaign.org 

 

Albany:  Albany County 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

744 Broadway, Albany, New York 12207 

518-434-8171 --- Fax: 518-434-8172 

e-mail: albany@citizenscampaign.org 

Syracuse: Onondaga County 
Office hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

2000 Teall Ave, Suite 204, Syracuse, 13206 

315-472-1339 --- Fax: 315-472-1179 

e-mail: syracuse@citizenscampaign.org 
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