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CONNECTICUT’S BOTTLE BILL 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment is an 80,000 member non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization that 

works to empower communities and advocate solutions that protect public health and the natural environment.  
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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Expand Connecticut’s Container Deposit Law aka “The Bottle Bill” 

 
SB 10, Sections 27 and 28 – Governor’s Container Deposit Expansion Plan 

 

BACKGROUND  

Connecticut’s Container Deposit Law (AKA “the Bottle Bill”) is a convenient, proven effective way to keep 

our environment clean and free from glass, plastic, and aluminum waste from single-serve beverage 
containers that litter our open spaces. Since its inception in 1980 the program has successfully: 
 
 Captured millions of tons of recyclable beverage containers; 
 Created an efficient market for recycled aluminum, glass and PET plastic; and 
 Provided millions in cost savings for municipalities that would otherwise shoulder the costs of litter 

pickups and municipal solid waste disposal for discarded beverage containers. 
 
Connecticut’s Bottle Bill was updated in 2009 to cover plastic water bottles, but Connecticut’s bottle bill 
has not been updated to capture the wide array of juices, teas, sports drinks and other non-carbonated 
beverages that have also increased in popularity over the years. Additionally, Connecticut’s existing 
deposit system does nothing to incentivize recycling of glass wine and liquor bottles, which frequently 
end up being trucked out of state and used as landfill cover! 

 
JUSTIFICATION 

Hundreds of millions of non-carbonated beverages and other containers are left out of 
Connecticut’s container deposit program each year.  According to an analysis by the Container 

Recycling Institute (CRI), Connecticut could capture over 140 million new containers annually 
by expanding the bottle bill to include non-carbonated beverages (including juices, teas and 
sports drinks) and glass wine and liquor bottles over 50 mL.   

 
By establishing a 25 cent refundable deposit on glass wine and liquor bottles, Connecticut will 

create a strong incentive for recycling glass bottles that are currently collected through curbside 
single stream programs and frequently contribute to widespread contamination of the curbside 
recycling stream.  By extending Connecticut’s container deposit program to cover a wider range 

of recyclable beverage container, Connecticut can increase recycling in our state, cut down on 
litter in our communities and save municipalities millions in recycling costs each year.  CCE 

strongly supports modernizing Connecticut’s bottle bill by expanding the program to 

include non-carbonated beverages, and establish a 25-cent refundable deposit on glass wine 

and liquor bottles. 


