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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Establishing a Pilot Program for Curbside Food Waste Collection 

 

SB 234- An Act Establishing a Pilot Program for Curbside Food Waste Collection used in 

Anaerobic Digesters 

 

BACKGROUND  

Food waste makes up a growing portion of Connecticut’s municipal solid waste (MSW) stream 

(roughly 23%). In 2006, Connecticut adopted a goal to reduce MSW by 60% by the year 2024. The CT 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) have indicated that the state is behind on 

meeting this goal and urgently needs to implement new waste diversion & recycling strategies in order 

to meet our 2024 targets. 

  

5.1 million Americans across 29 states already have access to curbside food-waste collection. This 

includes major population centers such as New York City, Seattle, WA, San Francisco, CA and dozens 

of town and county level programs. The state of Massachusetts alone has at least 22 municipalities with 

mandatory curbside programs in place. 

 

JUSTIFICATION 

Expanding options for curbside food waste collection is a good solution for diverting organic waste 

from the MSW stream, which helps Connecticut make progress on meeting its solid waste reduction 

goals and reducing the need for incineration in our state. Additionally, by diverting food waste from the 

curbside trash system, Connecticut can significantly reduce contamination of recyclable materials in the 

MSW stream, while simultaneously creating new opportunities for clean energy generation. 

 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 

 

 DEEP shall establish a curbside food waste pilot program for three municipalities that are no 

more than 20 miles from an established anaerobic digester in Connecticut; 

 The department shall coordinate with municipalities, licensed haulers and anaerobic digestion 

facilities and oversee the program for a period of 6 months; 

 Approved haulers must provide residents with educational materials on the program, a compost 

bin, and compostable bags at no additional cost; 

 Compostable bags to meet ASTM D6400 standard; 

 Upon completion of the pilot, the Commissioner of DEEP will submit a report to CGA 

recommending options to expand the program statewide. 


