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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Reducing Fugitive Methane Gas Emissions in Connecticut 

 
 SB 346- AAC the Threshold for Investigating Lost and Unaccounted For Gas of a Gas 

Company 

 

BACKGROUND 

According to researchers at MIT, the greenhouse gas equivalency of methane is up to 72 times 

that of carbon dioxide (CO2) over a 20 year period. Unanticipated methane leaks (known as 

“fugitive methane emissions”) can occur throughout the process of natural gas production and 

transmission, allowing massive quantities of methane gas to escape into the atmosphere each 

year. A recent study by researchers at Boston University revealed 716 gas leaks in the City of 

Hartford, resulting in approximately .86 metric tons of methane gas escaping each day 

(equivalent to 42,840 cubic feet/day), or 313 metric tons per year.  

 

Fugitive methane leaks negatively impact air quality, contribute to climate change, and create a 

significant public safety hazard. Additionally, this unnecessarily high threshold causes unseen 

economic impacts, as gas leaks cost Connecticut ratepayers millions of dollars each year. 

Connecticut state law requires the CT Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) to 

investigate the loss of methane gas for any gas company if the volume of unaccounted-for gas 

exceeds 3% of that company’s annual production, and to establish mechanisms to reduce that 

company’s total lost or unaccounted-for gas. 

 

JUSTIFICATION 
SB 346 lowers the actionable limit on fugitive methane emissions from three (3) to one (1) percent of a 

gas company’s total production in a given calendar year before requiring an investigation by PURA. 

Reducing the threshold on fugitive methane leaks will help minimize the volume of methane gas 

escaping from the distribution system, both limiting Connecticut’s greenhouse gas impact and 

simultaneously easing the financial burden borne by ratepayers for leaky gas infrastructure. 


