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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Eliminating Toxic Flame Retardants in Children’s Products and Household 

Furniture 
 

HB 5329- AAC the Use of Flame Retardant Chemicals in Children’s Products and Upholstered 

Residential Furniture 

 

BACKGROUND  

Additive chemical flame retardants are toxic, contribute to a wide range of adverse health impacts, and are 

largely ineffective in improving fire safety. In 2017, the Consumer Products Safety Commission 
acknowledged that organohalogen flame retardants present a serious public health issue, and 
recommended that manufacturers of household goods and furniture discontinue their use. When used in 

non-polymeric additive foam, chemical flame retardants migrate or offgas out of household consumer 
products and into the home environment, leading to widespread human exposures. According to the 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 97% of people living in the U.S. have measurable 
quantities of chemical flame retardants in their blood. 
 

Organohalogen flame retardants have been associated with a wide range of adverse human health impacts 
including reproductive impairment, neurological impacts, endocrine disruption and interference with 

thyroid hormone action, genotoxicity, cancer, and immune disorders. Toxicological studies reveal that 
flame retardants pose a disproportionate risk to the development of fetuses, infants, and young children, 
due to their smaller, rapidly growing bodies and developing immune systems. Additionally, flame 

retardants were also the most common emerging contaminant in a 2002 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
study, which analyzed 139 rivers and streams across the country.  

 
JUSTIFICATION  
Insufficient evidence exists that proves the use of flame retardants actually improves fire safety.   

Given their toxicity, bioaccumulative properties, potential for long range transport, and 
disproportionate health impacts on children and firefighters, it is clear that the perceived benefits of 

chemical flame retardants do not outweigh the risks to children.  For these reasons, the State of Rhode 
Island unanimously banned organohalogen flame retardants in children’s products and household 
furniture.   In the interest of protecting children’s health, it is critical that Connecticut move 

towards prohibiting toxic flame retardants in children’s products and household consumer 

goods as soon as possible. 


