
CITIZENS CAMPAIGN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT SUPPORTS HB 5910- AN ACT 

PROHIBITING THE USE OF PFCS IN CERTAIN PRODUCTS 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment is an 80,000 member non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization that works to 

empower communities and advocate solutions that protect public health and the natural environment.  

 

www.citizenscampaign.org 
           February 14, 2019 

 

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Prohibiting the use of PFC’s in Firefighting Foam and Food Service Packaging 

 

HB 5910- An Act Limiting the Use of Polyfluoroalkyl Chemicals in Certain Products 

 

BACKGROUND  

PFC’s are a family of chemicals used to make water, grease and stain repellent coatings in a variety of 

commercial and industrial applications. These include per and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (including 

PFOA, PFAS and others). Common uses include firefighting foams, non-stick coatings, and a wide 

range of carryout and fast-food food service containers. 

PFCs are highly persistent in the environment and are an emerging groundwater contaminant. These 

chemicals are associated with a range of health issues, including cholesterol problems, reduced fertility 

in females, decreased birth weight, renal & thyroid cancers, and others. While these chemicals have 

been phased out of most firefighting foam formulations and other products due to their adverse health 

and environmental impacts, they are still present in the manufacturing process for many consumer goods 

today, including non-stick cookware and assorted food packaging. Additionally, stockpiles of old 

firefighting foams containing PFC’s remain in storage at facilities throughout the state, and are 

frequently used for training purposes. 

JUSTIFICATION 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognizes the health risks associated with PFC’s in 

our groundwater. The EPA health advisory level for PFOA and PFAS is .07 parts per billion. 

Unfortunately, no enforceable drinking water standards exist for PFC’s at the state or federal level. 

 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 

 

 Prohibits the use polyfluoroalkyl chemicals in consumer products including but not limited to 

food packaging and firefighting foam. 

 

RECOMMENDED CHANGES 

 

 The definitions in this bill should be expanded to include per AND poly-fluoroalkyl substances, 

both of which are highly persistent in the environment and carry significant human health impacts. 

 


