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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Modernizing Connecticut’s Bottle Bill 

 

HB 7294- An Act Concerning Bottle Redemption in Connecticut  

 

BACKGROUND  

Since 1980, Connecticut’s bottle bill has successfully captured millions of tons of recyclable beverage 

containers, while creating an efficient market for recycled aluminum, glass and PET plastic. 

Unfortunately, Connecticut’s redemption rate is the lowest in the world, compared to other territories 

with container deposit systems in place.  

 

The 5 cent deposit value has not been increased over time, which results in a weaker and less effective 

incentive to recycle, relative to other bottle bill states. In comparison, the State of Michigan (which has a 

10 cent deposit) reported a return rate of over 91% in 2017. Similarly, the State of Oregon’s container 

deposit program underwent modernization in 2017, including expansion to more beverage categories, 

and raising the deposit value to 10 cents per container. As a result, Oregon’s redemption rate is expected 

to exceed 90% for 2018. 

 

Connecticut’s bottle bill was expanded in 2009 to include plastic water bottles, which were the fastest 

growing beverage category on the market at the time. Unfortunately, the program has not been updated 

since to capture the wide array of juices, teas, sports drinks and other non-carbonated beverages that 

have grown in popularity in recent years. According to the CRI, expansion to non-carbonated 

beverages could increase container recycling by up to 193 million additional units each year. 
 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 

 

 Expands Connecticut’s Container Deposit Law to cover non-carbonated beverages, including 

juices, teas, and sports drinks; 

 Increases the deposit value from 5 to 10 cents to better incentivize proper recycling; 

 Raises the handling fees paid to redemption centers and authorized collectors to 3.5 cents for 

every beer & malt liquor container and 4.5 cents for every soda, water or non-carbonated 

beverage container collected. 

 

RECOMMENDED CHANGES 

 

 Incentivize greater recycling of wine & liquor bottles in addition to improving glass recycling in 

Connecticut by establishing a refundable deposit on wine & liquor bottles. 


