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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Prohibiting Toxic Chlorpyrifos Pesticides in Connecticut 

 

HB 7346- An Act Prohibiting the Use of Certain Organophosphates   

 

BACKGROUND  

Chlorpyrifos is an insecticide widely used for agricultural pest control. Non-agricultural applications 

include golf courses, turf grass and other uses. This chemical has been linked to brain damage in 

children, autism spectrum disorders, Parkinson’s disease, and certain cancers. Farmworkers and rural 

communities are especially vulnerable to long-term adverse health impacts due to prolonged exposure 

to chlorpyrifos.
 
Chlorpyrifos is also known to be extremely harmful to wildlife, including marine and 

avian species, in addition to bees and other pollinators. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), the chemical poses a risk to more than 1,800 critically threatened or endangered 

species. 

 

JUSTIFICATION 

The EPA recommended banning chlorpyrifos in 2016 after agency experts determined that the health 

risks related to its use far outweighed the benefits. Unfortunately, former EPA Administrator Scott 

Pruitt rejected the agency’s recommendation to prohibit its use as one of his first acts upon being sworn 

into that role. 

 

The Trump Administration has chosen to ignore the growing body of scientific evidence suggesting 

that Chlorpyrifos poses an undue threat to human health and the environment. This blatant disregard for 

science has since resulted in several state attorneys general filing lawsuits against EPA, and the State of 

Hawaii has since passed legislation banning the use of toxic chlorpyrifos pesticides across the board.
 
In 

August of 2018, the Ninth Circuit Court ordered EPA to move forward with the ban, but the decision 

has since been repealed by the Trump administration. 
 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 

 

 Prohibits the sale, distribution, or application of chlorpyrifos pesticides in the state; 

 Establishes a penalty of no more than $1,000 and/or up to 30 days in prison for any person 

found in violation of the law. 


