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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Preparing Connecticut for Sea-Level Rise and Climate Adaptation 

 
 SB 7- AAC Climate Change Planning and Resiliency 

 

JUSTIFICATION  

The impacts of Climate Change are being felt in communities across the U.S., and are 

disproportionally affecting the northeastern states. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the 

North Atlantic coast has seen an increase in sea level rise approximately 3–4 times higher than 

the global average
1
. Additionally, the rate of sea level rise in the Northeast is increasing at an 

alarming rate. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the rate of 

sea level rise observed in New London, CT more than tripled from 1989-2012.  

 

The dramatic rise in sea level we are seeing threatens our coastal communities, contributes to 

coastal erosion and impacts to our wetlands, and creates problems with residential septic systems 

and other wastewater infrastructure. CCE strongly supports adding climate change impacts, 

including sea level rise to state and local plans of conservation and development, as well as 

civil preparedness and hazard mitigation plans. 

 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS 

 

 SB 7 requires current sea level rise models to be incorporated into our state’s Conservation and 

Development Plans, Civil Preparedness Plan, and hazard mitigation plans; 

 

 Establishes a permanent Connecticut Council on Climate Change and establish an interim 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction goal of reducing GHG’s by 45% under 2001 levels, 

by 2030.   

 

 Incorporates climate change and the interim emissions reduction targets into the State’s 

Comprehensive Energy Strategy (CES) and Integrated Resource Plan (IRP).  
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