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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 
Paint Stewardship 

A.1038A – Stirpe         S.881A – O’Mara  

AN ACT to amend the environmental conservation law, in relation to establishing the paint 
stewardship program. 

JUSTIFICATION  

Roughly 3.9 million gallons of leftover paint are generated in New York each year. Most leftover 

paint is currently disposed of in the garbage. Management of leftover paint in New York results 
in a cost that represents as much as 50% of municipalities’ household hazardous waste budgets, 

costing small local governments an estimated $3.1 million each year.  

A statewide paint stewardship program would hold the paint industry responsible for collecting 

and managing leftover paint in New York, and would establish year-round recycling for paint. 
This program has been used in other states and the American Coatings Association has 

established PaintCare to manage the reuse, recycling and disposal of leftover paint.  

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS  

 Requires each paint manufacturer or architectural paint who sells, offers for sale, distributes 

or contracts to distribute architectural paint in New York to form a not-for- profit 
organization to implement the Paint Stewardship Program.  

 The representative organization will establish agreements to collect, transport, reuse, 

recycle, and/or burn for energy recovery post-consumer paint at appropriately licensed 
facilities using environmentally sound management practices while minimizing public sector 

involvement. 

 The program will provide for post-consumer paint collection sites, with at least one site 

located within a fifteen mile radius of ail incorporated cities and census-designated places in 
the state, and one additional site for every 30,000 people living in those areas, unless 
otherwise approved by DEC. No fees can be assessed for collection.  

 Retailers can voluntarily become a paint collection point and will be provided education 
materials on the program and the assessment.  

 After implementation, no producer, distributor or retailer shall sell or offer for sale 
architectural paint if the producer of the paint is not a member of the representative 

organization. 


