
 

 

OCEAN OUTFALL 

NOW OR NEVER 



 

 

T 
he Western Bays were once highly productive fishing and shell fishing grounds 

containing the largest concentration of salt marshes in the South Shore Estuary 

Reserve.  These bays were historically a major economic asset supporting 

recreation, commercial and recreational fisheries, real estate values, and 

tourism.  Unfortunately, this once vibrant ecosystem has been experiencing ongoing and 

accelerating degradation of water quality, excessive Ulva (seaweed) growth, degraded salt 

marshes, hypoxia, and diminished shellfish harvesting for over a decade.  As a result, 

these waters were added to EPA’s 303(d) impaired water bodies list in 2008.  

Based on scientific studies, the evidence is clear: The Bay Park Sewage Treatment Plant 

(STP) outfall pipe must be removed from Reynolds Channel and relocated out into the 

Atlantic Ocean.  An ocean outfall is necessary to save the Bays; ensure cleaner ocean 

beaches; protect public health; and preserve our quality of life. This is not only the best 

option, it is the only option.  

 

BACKGROUND:  



 

 

T 
he Bay Park Sewage Treatment Plant 

(STP) services 42% of Nassau County 

(more than 500,000 people). Since 

2008, over $1.64 million in state and 

federal money has been spent on studies 

documenting high levels of ammonia, nitrate, 

and seaweed concentrated at or around the Bay 

Park outfall pipe located in the middle of 

Reynolds Channel, and suffocating the Western 

Bays ecosystem. These studies disclosed that 

the Bay Park and Long Beach sewage 

treatment plant outfalls contribute 79.4% of the 

nitrogen to the entire western bays complex.   

The studies proved unequivocally: The Bays are 

not just impaired, they are imperiled—and the 

location of the Bay Park outfall and its ongoing 

inferior discharge is indeed the reason.   

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND FACTS  

 

 

BAY PARK HAS A HISTORY OF PROBLEMS 

Superstorm Sandy struck.  Nine and one half feet of seawater flooded 
the Bay Park STP –resulting in the entire plant shutting down and 
approximately 2.2 billion gallons of raw and partially treated sewage 
being discharged into the Western Bays.  Sewage backed up onto 
streets, into homes, and defiled the bays, creating health hazards, 
causing millions in damages, and threatening the ecosystem. 
 

October 29, 2012 

Ten inches of rain fell on Long Island.  Extreme storms overwhelmed 
both the sewage infrastructure and related pipeline infrastructure.  
This storm caused the release and back up of raw and partially treated 
sewage into bays, streets, and homes.  This event caused raw sewage 
to back up onto Barnes Ave. in Baldwin.  Bolted down manholes were 
lifted several inches above the ground, allowing geysers of raw 
sewage to spill over roads and lawns and into gardens and basements.  
Ultimately, the raw sewage discharged into nearby Parsonage Creek. 
 

August 14, 2011 

Hurricane Irene hit Long Island, again causing problems at the Bay 
Park STP.  The DEC disclosed that during Hurricane Irene, the Bay Park 
STP exceeded its monthly carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand 
(CBOD) and exceeded its weekly effluent standards. 
 

August 28, 2011 

In 2010 the Bay Park STP had several mechanical failures resulting in 
numerous sewage overflows and multiple permit violations.  In March 
2010, one event spilled over 3.5 million gallons of sewage into the 
waterways, creating a distinct large brown plume documented by 
residents. 
 

2010 



 

 

 

HOW WILL ADVANCED TREATMENT COMBINED WITH AN OCEAN 
OUTFALL BENEFIT LONG ISLANDERS? 

E 
xcessive nitrogen 

loading in the 

Western Bays is 

causing seaweed so 

dense, it depletes precious 

oxygen from our waterways 

and stifles marine life at the 

bay bottom. In addition, 

when mass amounts of 

seaweed accumulate along 

the bayside and ocean 

shorelines, it affects human 

health, quality of life, and our 

local economy.  Noxious 

hydrogen sulfide gas, 

originating from Ulva 

decomposition, wafts 

through communities and 

inundates seaside dining 

establishments with the odor 

of rotting eggs. In July 2013, 

seaweed accumulations 

became so voluminous at 

some of the most popular 

ocean beaches that the Town 

of Hempstead was forced to 

plow shorelines and truck it 

away on a daily basis. 

Increased mixing in the 

ocean, advanced treatment 

standards, and vigilant 

monitoring will provide for 

improvements to the bay as 

well as along ocean beaches. 

Similar Case Studies have 

concluded:  Improving 

treatment of effluent and 

discharging it to an improved 

flushed location will 

dramatically reduce nutrients 

fueling harmful algae 

blooms and excessive 

seaweed growth that 

currently fouls bay and ocean 

beaches.   

 

T 
he Western Bays’ 

salt marsh islands 

provide critical 

habitat for birds 

and marine species; offer 

substantial economic 

opportunities for residents 

and tourists; and protect 

low-lying communities 

from damaging wave 

energy and coastal 

erosion.  Unfortunately, 

the integrity of these 

marshes is being 

undermined by excessive 

nitrogen pollution from 

the Bay Park STP.  Studies 

confirm that wetlands root 

systems are thinning — 

making them more and 

more susceptible to 

erosion and collapsing 

along their edges.  As 

these marshes erode and 

sink, shoreline 

communities lose their 

critical natural buffer 

against high-energy 

waves, increasing the risk 

of wave and water 

damage for many 

waterfront properties.  

Turning off the nitrogen 

spigot in the bay will force 

the salt marsh roots to 

grow deeper, 

strengthening the integrity 

of the salt marsh islands 

that protect our coastal 

communities.    



 

 

 

HOW WILL ADVANCED TREATMENT COMBINED WITH AN OCEAN 
OUTFALL BENEFIT LONG ISLANDERS? 

 

T 
he Western Bays’ 
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habitat for birds 
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substantial economic 

opportunities for residents 

and tourists; and protect 

low-lying communities 

from damaging wave 

energy and coastal 
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the integrity of these 
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erosion and collapsing 

along their edges.  As 

these marshes erode and 

sink, shoreline 
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critical natural buffer 

against high-energy 

waves, increasing the risk 

of wave and water 
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spigot in the bay will force 

the salt marsh roots to 

grow deeper, 

strengthening the integrity 

of the salt marsh islands 

that protect our coastal 

communities.    

B 
ay Park, one of 

the oldest STPs 

on Long Island, 

has a long 

history of troubles and 

violations, resulting in 

millions of gallons of raw 

and partially treated 

sewage being released 

in dangerously close 

proximity to surrounding 

bayside communities. 

The 2.2 billion gallons 

released after Sandy was 

a critical storm-related 

emergency that 

threatened public health. 

Future disruptions can 

be averted. However, we 

would be naive to 

believe human error will 

not occur. An ocean 

outfall pipe will ensure 

that in a crisis, sewage 

can be discharged 

offshore, outside the 

sensitive bay, and away 

from human 

communities.  

Discharging Bay Park 

effluent further away 

from high density 

coastal communities 

and sensitive enclosed 

embayment is the safest 

and most prudent course 

of action.    



 

 

THE PUBLIC SUPPORTS AN OCEAN OUTFALL PIPE: 

 
 

In January of 2015 residents and 
stakeholders held a large rally in 
Freeport to ask Governor Cuomo to 
fund an ocean outfall pipe with the 
settlement funds.  200 supporters 
attended, including local and state 
elected officials, civic groups, 
commercial fishermen, and concerned 
citizens.  

 
 
 
There was a large turn-out for the Long Island Water Quality 
Taskforce meeting on Long Island to support the building of an 
ocean outfall pipe.  Expert testimony was given by Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment, Dr. Larry Swanson from StonyBrook 
University, Carl LoBue—a marine scientist with The Nature 
Conservancy, and others on the health of the bays and the high 
priority need for an ocean outfall pipe.  The final report that was 
issued by the Governor’s office included the need to build an ocean 
outfall pipe at Bay Park. 
 
 
 
 
In just 1 short month, CCE generated 
2,500 signatures and over 1,000 
handwritten letters. In January 2014-
February 2014, CCE generated letters of 
support for an ocean outfall pipe to FEMA, 
HUD, and Governor Cuomo.   

 
 
 
In February 2014 a rally, hosted in conjunction with County 
Executive Mangano, was held to show support for an ocean 
outfall pipe.  The rally was attended by politicians, civic 
groups, concerned citizens, and commercial fishermen to 
urge the state to fund an ocean outfall pipe for Bay Park 
STP. Approximately 150 people attended the rally in the 
frigid weather.  

May 2014: Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Long Island Water Quality Task Force 

 

January 2015: Rally to Fund an Ocean Outfall Pipe in Bay Park 

Grassroots Support 

February 2014: Bay Park Ocean Outfall Pipe Rally 



 

 

 

W 
e need all levels of government to work together to 

fund an ocean outfall pipe.  The time for pointing 

fingers and passing the buck has long ended.  

Federal representatives, state elected leaders, and 

county government all need to play a role in funding this critical 

infrastructure.  Our bays will continue to degrade and our 

communities will continue to be at risk until the Bay Park STP has 

an ocean outfall pipe. The STP is currently being redesigned and 

upgraded, so NOW is the time to implement the fundamental 

solution – An Ocean Outfall Pipe! 
 

WHAT WE NEED: 



 

 

July 2015 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
www.citizenscampaign.org 

516-390-7150 

 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
Operation SPLASH  
The Nature Conservancy 
Sludge Stoppers 
Vision Long Island 
United Water 
Long Island Federation of Labor AFL-CIO 
NYS Assemblyman Todd Kaminsky 
NYS Assemblyman Brian Curran 
Nassau County Executive Ed Mangano 
Nassau County Legislator Laura Curran 
Nassau County Legislator Denise Ford 
Nassau County Legislator Howard Kopel 
Bay Park Civic & Property Owners Association  
Island Park Business & Residential Chamber 
Long Beach Environmental Advisory Board 
Hempstead Shell Fishermen's Association  
Long Beach City Council 
Long Beach City Manager 
Village of Island Park 
Oceanside Civic Association 
 

 

Western Bays Supporters 

 

— Governor Andrew Cuomo 
Press Event, Sayville, NY | October 28, 2014 

― 
And the County Executive is 
exactly right: We are not 
going to stop until we get the 
outflow pipe from Bay Park. 

Because it is ludicrous to be 
dumping the treated sewage right 
there on the coast.  And other 
states have outflow pipes that go 
out a mile, or two miles, and we’re 
going to get the resources to do it.  
If we have to march on  
Washington, we’re going  
to get the resources to do it! 

 ‖ 


